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INTRODUCTION

A WORD TO THE STUDENT

The Word of God contains all that we need to know in preparation
for the work of God, meet the difficulties of everyday life, face the
devil, his evil angels, evil men and meet our God at His second
coming. For this quarter we shall be focusing on some prophecies in
the book of Revelation, the message of Righteousness by Faith, and
its relevance to us as a people.

As young people you can have a part in the final proclamation of
the Gospel. But that can only happen if you make a choice now to
know Christ as your personal Saviour from sin and with a renewed
determination, study His word, His ways, His government and His
character. You have examples in the Bible like Daniel and his three
friends, Joseph, Samuel, Timothy. These were taught the word of
God from their childhood; and as youths studied the word of God
and their lives were blessed.

You can have the same spirit and experience as they had and reach
the same level of attainment. This is no tfime for excuses. Difficult tasks
are to be undertaken and you will reap the rewards.

The purpose this quarter is to bring the student’s mind in contact
with the direct word of God, the actual Scriptures and the writings of
Ellen G. White, instead of man’s thoughts. These lessons are set out to
encourage you to read, analyse, research, share and meditate, on
the thoughts and messages received from day to day. It willdemand
discipline every day, for at least forty-five minutes, if you will ascend
to the heights of understanding and knowledge. The Spirit of God is
available to you.
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INTRODUCTION

So, I encourage you although this lesson may be unlike what you have had in
the past, God’s promise is, “I can do all things through Christ who strengtheneth
me.” Philippians 4:13.

This Quarter’s lesson is divided into two sections:

Section A seeks to bring to your attention a knowledge of the events
past, present and future, and their relation to your salvation.

Section B seeks to focus the student on the kind of personal
preparation required and to practice living daily by the Word of God.
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OVERVIEW

Revelation chapter 12 reveals a spiritual war between Christ and Satan.
But Christ is in heaven now, where Satan cannot reach him, so Satan is
fighting Christ now by persecuting His followers on earth. In this chapter
we also see that this war started in heaven. We also see in this chapter
that the people of God are in the minority, while Satan has the majority.
This battle will continue until the close of time. This small group of people
will have the righteousness of Christ which keeps them from sinning and
keeps them loyal to God even in the face of death.

We thank God that the woman clothed with the sun will friumph. This
is our consolation and victory. Let us put our trust in God.
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LESSON 1

SUNDAY

Study text:

“And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and
the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: And she being with
child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered.” Rev. 12:1, 2.

In these verses The SPIRIT of God shows us the work of Satan in seeking to
destroy Christ at His birth, and then not having succeeded in kiling Jesus,
he continued his war against Jesus by persecuting the early Christians.
But those Christians were strengthened to meet the frials and remained
faithful fo Jesus even although some were killed.

DISCUSSION

"When Jesusrevealed to His disciples the fate of Jerusalem and the scenes
of the second advent, He foretold also the experience of His people from
the time when He should be taken from them, to His return in power and
glory for their deliverance. From Olivet the Saviour beheld the storms about
to fall upon the apostolic church; and penetrating deeper into the future,
His eye discerned the fierce, wasting tempests that were to beat upon His
followers in the coming ages of darkness and persecution. In a few brief
utterances of awful significance He foretold the portion which the rulers of
this world would mete out to the church of God. Matthew 24:9, 21, 22. The
followers of Christ must tfread the same path of humiliation, reproach, and
suffering which their Master frod. The enmity that burst forth against the
world's Redeemer would be manifested against all who should believe on
His name.
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“The history of the early church testified to the fulfilment of the Saviour’s
words. The powers of earth and hell arrayed themselves against Christ
in the person of His followers. Paganism foresaw that should the gospel
tiumph, her temples and altars would be swept away; therefore, she
summoned her forces to destroy Christianity. The fires of persecution were
kindled. Christians were stripped of their possessions and driven from their
homes. They “endured a great fight of afflictions.” Hebrews 10:32. They
“had frial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and
imprisonment.” Hebrews 11:36. Great numbers sealed their testimony with
their blood. Noble and slave, rich and poor, leared and ignorant, were
alike slain without mercy.” G.C. pp. 39-40.

Requirement:

Please find the chapterin the book of Matthew which tells of Satan’s attempt
through Herod to kill Christ at His birth. Read it to be familiar with the details.

MONDAY

Study text:

“And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having
seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. And his tail drew the third
part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before
the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was
born. And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron:
and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne. And the woman fled into
the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there
a thousand two hundred and threescore days.” Rev. 12:3-6.

Satan continues his war against Christ. The symbol mentioned in the text,
“red dragon”, refers to Satan firstly, and secondly, to the power or
govemment that he works through fo fight Christ and His people. In the first
centuries of the Christian era, it was the pagan Roman empire. The church
then found existence in hiding in dens and caves.

10 | 3RD ANGEL'S MESSAGE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE - EARLITEENS QUARTERLY




DISCUSSION

“In the world ye shall have tribulation,” says Christ; but in Me ye shall have
peace. The trials to which Christians are subjected in somow, adversity,
and reproach are the means appointed of God to separate the chaff
from the wheat. Our pride, selfishness, evil passions, and love of worldly
pleasure must all be overcome; therefore, God sends us afflictions to test
and prove us, and show us that these evils exist in our characters. We must
overcome through His strength and grace, that we may be partakers
of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world
through lust. “For our light affliction,” says Paul, “which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while
we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not
seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are
notf seen are etemal.” Afflictions, crosses, tfemptations, adversity, and our
varied trials are God'’s workmen 1o refine us, sanctify us, and fit us for the
heavenly garner.” Testimonies Vol. 3, page 115.

“When Satan became disaffected in heaven, he did not lay
his complaint before God and Christ; but he went among the
angels who thought him perfect and represented that God had
done him injustice in preferring Christ to himself. The result of this
misrepresentation was that through their sympathy with him one third
of the angels lost their innocence, their high estate, and their happy
home. Satan is instigating men to confinue on earth the same work of
jealousy and evil surmising that he commenced in heaven.” 5T:291.

Requirement:

Read Patriarchs and Prophets, chapter 1.
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TUESDAY

Study text:

“And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon;
and the dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed not; neither was their place
found any more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called
the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth,
and his angels were cast out with him. And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven,
Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his
Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our
God day and night.” Revelation 12:7-10

In these verses God opens before us the results of open war in
heaven.

We can rejoice because Christ and His angels prevailed against Satan
and his angels. These verses also reveal to us that Satan is the accuser
of the brethren and also works to deceive. Therefore, if we find ourselves
accusing the brethren, then we can be sure that Satan is influencing us.
But Christ offers us His righteousness to keep us from doing the work of
Satan and from sinning.

DISCUSSION

“At the death of Jesus, the soldiers had beheld the earth wrapped in
profound darkness at midday; but at the resurrection they saw the
brightness of the angels illuminate the night, and heard the inhabitants of
Heaven singing with great joy and friumph: Thou hast vanquished Satan
and the powers of darkness! Thou hast swallowed up death in victory!
‘And | heard a loud voice saying in Heaven, Now is come salvation and
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ; for the
accuser of our brethren is cast down, who accused them before our
God day and night.’

“The casting down of Satan as an accuser of the brethren in Heaven
was accomplished by the great work of Christ in giving up his life.
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Notwithstanding Satan’s persistent opposition, the plan ofredemption
was being carried out. Man was esteemed of sufficient value for
Christ to sacrifice his life for him. Satan, knowing that the empire he
had usurped would in the end be wrested from him, determined
to spare no pains to destroy as many as possible of the creatures
whom God had created in hisimage. He hated man because Christ
had manifested for him such forgiving love and pity, and he now
prepared to practice upon him every species of deception by which
he might be lost; he pursued’ his course with more energy because of his
own hopeless condition.

“Christ came to earth to vindicate the claims of his Father's law, and his
death shows the immutabiity of that law. But Satan thrusts upon man the
fallacy, that the law of God was abolished by the death of Christ, and
he thus leads many professed Christians to transgress the Father’s
commandments, while they assume devotion fo his Son.

“The Christian world is not sufficiently acquainted with the history of Satan, and
the ternible power that he wields. Many look upon him as a mere imaginary
being. Meanwhile he has crept into the popular mind; he sways the people
—he assumes the character of an angel of light—he marshals his frained
forces like a skiled general—he has gained profound knowledge of human
nature, and can be logical, philosophical, or hypocritically religious.” $.O.P
VOL.3 pages 1948,195.

Meditation:

[saiah 53
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WEDNESDAY

Study text:

“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony;
and they loved not their lives unto the death.” Rev. 12:11.

GOD reveals the way and power of victory over Satan, the flesh and
the world. We are given the essentials of victory:

(1) The blood of the lamb.
(2) The word of testimony.
(3) They love not they lives unto death.

DISCUSSION

“In camying out his enmity to Christ until He hung upon the cross of Calvary,
with wounded, bruised body and broken heart, Satan completely uprooted
himself from the affections of the universe. It was then seen that God had
in His Son denied Himself, giving Himself for the sins of the world, because
He loved mankind. The Creator was revealed in the Son of the infinite God.
Here the question, “Can there be self-denial with God?2" was forever
answered. Christ was God, and condescending to be made flesh, He
assumed humanity and became obedient unto death, that He might undergo
infinite sacrifice (MS 50, 1900).

“Christ on the cross, not only draws men to repentance tfoward God for the
fransgression of His law—for whom God pardons He first makes penitent—
but Christ has satisfied justice; He has proffered Himself as an atonement. His
gushing blood, His broken body, satisfy the claims of the broken law, and
thus He bridges the gulf which sin has made. He suffered in the flesh that
with His bruised and broken body He might cover the defenseless sinner.
The victory gained at His death on Calvary broke forever the accusing
power of Satan over the universe, and silenced his charges that self-denial
was impossible with God and therefore not essential in the human family.”
(MS 50, 1900).
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“All who will can be overcomers. Let us strive earnestly to reach the
standard set before us. Christ knows our weakness, and fo Him we can go
daily for help. Itis not necessary for us to gain strength a month ahead. We are
to conquer from day fo day.” (MS 28, 1886).

“We become overcomers by helping others to overcome, by the
blood of the Lamb and the word of our testimony. The keeping of
the commandments of God wiill yield in us an obedient spirit, and the
service that is the offspring of such a spirit, God can accept.” (Letter
2367 1908).

“There are only two parties upon this earth—those who stand under
the bloodstained banner of Jesus Christ and those who stand under
the black banner of rebellion. In the twelfth chapter of Revelation
is represented the great conflict between the obedient and the
disobedient [Rev. 12:17; 13:11-17 quoted]. (MS 16, 1900). 7B.C. 974

Requirement:

Hebrews chapter 11 for meditation.

THURSDAY JAN. 9

Study text:

“I'herefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth
and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth
that he hath but a short time.” Rev. 12:12

We can list about four points brought to view in this verse of scripture.

The inhabitants in the heavens can rejoice.

The inhabitants of the earth and sea will have woe
The devil has great wrath.

Satan knows that he has a short time.
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The Bible informsus thatitisSatan’s purpose to destroy, (Acts 10:38), but
God seeks to save. The Bible further informs us that Christ is coming
soon.

He is coming for those who have accepted His death for their sins, and have
given up their sins. He is now in the Most Holy Place of the heavenly
sanctuary, where He is blotting out the sins of penitent believers and making
His people on earth perfect, But Satan does not want us to be ready for
Christ's coming, and so he finds all kinds of unimportant things for us to do,
instead of reading the word of God and seeking Him by sincere prayer as
is written in 1Peter 5:8.

Just before ancient Israel entered the promise land Satan sought to destroy
them.

Now today the people of God are about fo enfer the heavenly Canaan,
he is again seeking to destroy them and cut them off from their inheritance.

But God gives us this admonition in Mark 13:35-37.

DISCUSSION

“Every chapter and every verse of the Bible is a communication from God
to men. We should bind its precepts as signs upon our hands and as
frontlets between our eyes. If studied and obeyed, it would lead God's
people, as the Israelites were led, by the pillar of cloud by day and the
pillar of fire by night.” Patriarchs and Prophets, page 504.

Requirement:

Meditate on Ephesians 6:12-18 and Ps. 17.
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FRIDAY

Study text:

“And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the
woman which brought forth the man child. And to the woman were given two
wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place,
where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the
serpent. And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman,
that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood. And the earth helped the
woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the
dragon cast out of his mouth. And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and

went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments
of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” Rey 12:13-17.

What does the prophet see?
He sees a woman being persecuted.
The woman flees into the wilderness.
The earth helps the woman.

The woman is keeping the commandments of God and the testimony
of Jesus.

The dragon is wroth and is making war with the woman’s seed.

The people of God are symbolised by a holy woman. It is also seen that
they are in the minority. This war which started in heaven confinues against
Christ and His followers on earth until Christ delivers them in the final crisis.
God will keep his people, those who keep the commandments of God

and the faith of Jesus.

Discussion:

“The trying experiences that came to God’s people in the days of Esther
were not peculiar to that age alone. The revelator, looking down the ages
to the close of time, has declared, ‘The dragon was wroth with the woman,
and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep
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the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.’
Revelation 12:17. Some who today are living on the earth will see these
words fulfiled. The same spirit that in ages past led men to persecute the
true church, will in the future lead to the pursuance of a similar course
foward those who maintain their loyalty to God. Even now preparations
are being made for this last great conflict.

“The decree that will finally go forth against the remnant people of God
will be very similar to that issued by Ahasuerus against the Jews. Today the
enemies of the true church see in the little company keeping the Sabbath
commandment, a Mordecai at the gate. The reverence of God's
people for His law is a constant rebuke to those who have cast off the
fear of the Lord and are trampling on His Sabbath.

“Satan will arouse indignation against the minority who refuse to accept
popular customs and fraditions. Men of position and reputation will join
with the lawless and the vile to take counsel against the people of God.
Wealth, genius, education, will combine to cover them with contempt.
Persecuting rulers, ministers, and church members will conspire against
them. With voice and pen, by boasts, threats, and ridicule, they will
seek to overthrow their faith. By false representations and angry appedls,
men will stir up the passions of the people. Not having a ‘Thus saith the
Scriptures’ to bring against the advocates of the Bible Sabbath, they will
resort to oppressive enactments to supply the lack. To secure popularity
and patronage, legislators will yield to the demand for Sunday laws.
But those who fear God, cannot accept an institution that violates a
precept of the Decalogue. On this battlefield will be fought the last great
conflict in the controversy between fruth and error. And we are not left in
doubt as to the issue. Today, as in the days of Esther and Mordecai, the
Lord will vindicate His truth and His people.” P&K pages 605, 606.

Requirement:

Exodus 15:1-21.

Questions to answer on Sabbath:
What does this chapter tfeach about God?
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LESSON 2

SUNDAY

Study text:

“And 1 stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea,
having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon
his heads the name of blasphemy. And the beast which I saw was like unto a
leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of
a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.
And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound
was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast. And they worshipped the
dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying,
Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?” Rev.13:1-4.

In examining these verses our attention is drawn to a beast like unto a
leopard, to which the dragon gave his power, his seat and great authority.
This beast represents the organisation through which. Satan worked in the
first centuries of Christianity. This organisation is called the papacy which
we know to be the Roman Catholic church. What was this papacy in the
middle ages? It was an apostate church controlling the civil power, the
power of the state or the power of government to punish those who did
not agree with her teachings.

Daniel chapter 7 spoke of this beast persecuting the people of God for
a period of 1260 days. But thank the Lord this same chapter tells us that the
people of God will be victorious over the beast. It is the righteousness of
Christ that covers them and gives them the victory.

Discussion:

“It is Satan’s constant effort to misrepresent the character of God, the
nature of sin, and the real issues at stake in the great controversy. His
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sophistry lessens the obligation of the divine law and gives men license
fo sin. At the same time, he causes them to cherish false conceptions of
God so that they regard Him with fear and hate rather than with love.
The cruelty inherent in his own character is attributed to the Creator; it is
embodied in systems of religion and expressed in modes of worship. Thus,
the minds of men are blinded, and Satan secures them as his agents
to war against God. By perverted conceptions of the divine attributes,
heathen nations were led to believe human sacrifices necessary o
secure the favor of Deity; and horrible cruelties have been perpetrated
under the various forms of idolatry.

“The Roman Catholic Church, uniting the forms of paganism and
Christianity, and, like paganism, misrepresenting the character of
God, had resorted to practices no less cruel and revolting. In the
days of Rome’s supremacy there were instruments of torture to
compel assent to her doctrines. There was the stake for those who
would not concede to her claims. There were massacres on a scale
that will never be known until revealed in the judgment. Dignitaries
of the church studied, under Satan their master, to invent means to
cause the greatest possible torture and not end the life of the victim.
In many cases the infernal process was repeated to the utmost limit
of human endurance, until nature gave up the struggle, and the
sufferer hailed death as a sweet release.” G.C. page 569.

Requirement:

Read Rev. 13:1-10 to become familiar with these verses.

MONDAY

Study verses:

“And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and
blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and
two months. And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to
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blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in
heaven. And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and
to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and
tongues, and nations.” Rev. 13:5-7

These verses reveal the character of Satan, his hatred of God and man.
Those who love and serve God were persecuted and some were killed
for their faith. This period started in 538 AD. and ended in 1798 when the
false church lost its power to persecute people. In scripture this is called a
deadly wound.

Discussion:

“The accession of the Roman Church to power marked the beginning of
the Dark Ages. As her power increased, the darkness deepened. Faith
was transferred from Christ, the frue foundation, to the pope of Rome.
Instead of trusting in the Son of God for forgiveness of sins and for eternal
salvation, the people looked to the pope, and fo the priests and prelates
to whom he delegated authority. They were taught that the pope was
their earthly mediator and that none could approach God except
through him; and, further, that he stood in the place of God to them and
was therefore to be implicitly obeyed. A deviation from his requirements
was sufficient cause for the severest punishment to be visited upon the
bodies and souls of the offenders. Thus, the minds of the people were
turned away from God to fallible, ering, and cruel men, nay, more, to the
prince of darkness himself, who exercised his power through them. Sin
was disguised in a garb of sanctity. When the Scriptures are suppressed,
and man comes to regard himself as supreme, we need look only for
fraud, deception, and debasing iniquity. With the elevation of human laws
and fraditions was manifest the corruption that ever results from setting
aside the law of God.” G.C. 55.

Requirement:

Read Rev. 13:1-10 and seek to explain some of it to a family member
or a friend.
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TUESDAY

Study verses:

And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written
in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. If any man
have an ear, let him hear.” Rev. 13:8-9.

What a wonderful God we have. He prepares us for the future so that we
may not be deceived by the beast. This beast will come to dominate
the world again and all whose hames are not written in the Lamb’s Book
of Life will worship this beast. Only those who have confessed their sins,
received the righteous character of Jesus and have their sins blotted
out in the judgement now going on in heaven will overcome the beast.

Discussion:

“God's word has given warning of the impending danger; let this be
unheeded, and the Protestant world will learn what the purposes of Rome
really are, only when it is too late to escape the snare. She is silently
growing into power. Her doctrines are exerting their influence in legislative
halls, in the churches, and in the hearts of men. She is piling up her lofty and
massive structures in the secret recesses of which her former persecutions
will be repeated. Stealthily and unsuspectedly she is strengthening her
forces to further her own ends when the fime shall come for her to strike.
All that she desires is vantage ground, and this is already being given her.
We shall soon see and shall feel what the purpose of the Roman element
is. Whoever shall believe and obey the word of God will thereby incur
reproach and persecution.” G.C. page 581.

Requirement:

Meditate on Matt. 5:1-16 and seek to find out some of the doctrines of the
Roman church.
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WEDNESDAY

Study verses:

“And 1 beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a
lamb, and he spake as a dragon. And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before
him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast,
whose deadly wound was healed.” Rev. 13:11-12.

We are infroduced to another beast coming up out of the earth with two
horns like a lamb. The prophet did not see a lamb; he saw another beast.
The great kingdoms that have ruled the world came to power through
wars of conquest and revolution. This second beast is seen coming up out
of the earth and not out of the sea as those mentioned in Daniel chapter
7. Therefore, this nation did not rise o power by overthrowing other nations
or through revolution, but arose in a tenitory previously unoccupied and
grew up gradually and peacefully. According to Revelation 13:10 the
first beast is going into captivity while this other beast is coming up out of
the earth. This first beast went into capfivity in the year 1798. There was a
nation in the western world in 1798 which was rising into power and giving
promise of strength, greatness and attracting the attention of the world.
That nation is the U.S.A. This beast had two horns like a lamb. These lamb-
like horns indicate youth, innocence and gentleness. America became
a home for all who were oppressed, persecuted, weary and tried.
Freedom of religious faith is guaranteed to all to worship God according
to the leading of the conscience. The U.S.A. has risen to become the
most powerful nation on earth. The principles by which America have
risen to such power and prosperity are the principles of Republicanism
and Protestantism.

Discussion:
Discuss the main points of the above note.

Requirement:
Read Rev 13:11-18 to become familiar with the passage.
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THURSDAY

Study text:

“And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from
heaven on the earth in the sight of men, And deceiveth them that dwell on
the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the
sight of the beast; saying fo them that dwell on the earth, that they should
make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did
live.” Rev. 13:13-14

The text says, “*And he doeth great wonders... .and deceiveth them... .by
means of those miracles which he had power to do.”

Here we have a view of the final conflict between the forces of good
and evil.

Also brought to view in these verses is the dragon (Satan), working with
all power and signs and lying wonders and with all deceivableness
of unrighteousness. Men are deceived by the miracles which Satan’s
agents have power to do; not which they pretend to do. (2 Thessalonians
2:9-10).

Discussion:

“Many endeavor to account for spiritual manifestations by attributing them
wholly to fraud and sleight of hand on the part of the medium. But while it
is true that the results of frickery have often been palmed off as genuine
manifestations, there have been, also, marked exhibitions of supermatural
power. The mysterious rapping with which modern spiritualism began was
not the result of human frickery or cunning, but was the direct work of evil
angels, who thus infroduced one of the most successful of soul-destroying
delusions. Many will be ensnared through the belief that spiritualism is a
merely humanimposture; when brought face to face with manifestations
which they cannot but regard as supernatural, they will be deceived, and
will be led to accept them as the great power of God.
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“These persons overlook the testimony of the Scriptures concerning the
wonders wrought by Satan and his agents. It was by satanic aid that
Pharaoh's magicians were enabled to counterfeit the work of God.
Paul testifies that before the second advent of Christ there will be
similar manifestations of satanic power. The coming of the Lord is to be
preceded by the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying
wonders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness.” G.C. page
553.

FRIDAY

Study text:

“And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast
should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast
should be killed. And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond,
to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: And that no man might buy

or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.”
Rev. 13:15-17.

The prophet says of this beast, “And he had power to give life unto
the image. . .and cause those who would not worship the image of the
beast should be killed.” But we have already learnt that there are some
people who will not worship the beast because their names are written
in the Book of Life. Therefore, we know that these verses are giving us
information concerning the ftrials, persecution and difficulties of the final
crisis which the people of God must go through.

In this passage we can see how the mark of the beast crisis will be
developed.

Discussion:

When the early church became corupted by departing from the
simplicity of the gospel and accepting heathen rites and customs, she
lost the Spirit and power of God; and in order to control the consciences

26 | 3RD ANGEL'S MESSAGE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE - EARLITEENS QUARTERLY




of the people, she sought the support of the secular power. The result
was the papacy, a church that controlled the power of the state and
employed it to further her own ends, especially for the punishment of
“heresy.” In order for the United States to form an image of the beast, the
religious power must so control the civil government that the authority of
the state will also be employed by the church to accomplish her own
ends.” G.C. 443.

“It was apostasy that led the early church to seek the aid of the civil
government, and this prepared the way for the development of the
papacy—the beast. Said Paul: ‘There’ shall ‘come a falling away,... and
that man of sin be revealed.’ 2 Thessalonians 2:3. So apostasy in the
church will prepare the way for the image fo the beast.” G.C. 443.

“When the leading churches of the United States, uniting upon such
points of doctrine as are held by them in common, shall influence
the state to enforce their decrees and to sustain their institutions,
then Protestant America will have formed an image of the Roman
hierarchy, and the infliction of civil penalties upon dissenters will inevitably
result." G.C. pages 445.

Requirement:
Psalms 46 for meditation.
Sabbath school requirement:

What did you learn about God from this chaptere What part will the
people of God play?2
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LESSON 3

Revelation 14

Overview

“The fourteenth chapter of revelatfion is a very important portion of
scripture for the youth to understand. This chapter contains God's last
message of mercy to the world. Indeed some of the youth will be involved
in giving this last message. In fact we have this admonition from the Lord,
‘In these last days it is our duty to ascertain the full meaning of the First,
Second, and Third Angel's messages. All our fransactions should be in
accordance with the word of God. The First, Second, and Third Angel’s
messages are all united and are revealed in the fourteenth chapter of
Revelation from the sixth verse to the close.” L.D.E. page 68.

SUNDAY

Study text:

“And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred
forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads. And I heard
a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and
I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps: And they sung as it were a new
song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could
learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed
from the earth. These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins.
These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed
from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. And in their mouth
was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God.” Rev. 14:1-5.
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The Lord’s Servant comments thus, “This scripture will soon be understood
in all its bearings, and the messages given to John the revelator will be
repeated with distinct utterance. Why were they so specially singled out?
Because they had to stand with a wonderful truth right before the whole
world, and receive their opposition, and while receiving this opposition
they were to remember that they were sons and daughters of God,
that they must have Christ formed within them the hope of glory (MS 13,
1888)." 7B.C., Vol. 7A:978.

Discussion:

“With the Lamb upon Mount Zion, having the harps of God,’ they stand, the
hundred and forty and four thousand that were redeemed from among
men; and there is heard, as the sound of many waters, and as the sound
of a great thunder, the voice of harpers harping with their harps.” And they
sing ‘a new song’ before the throne, a song which no man can learn save
the hundred and forty and four thousand. It is the song of Moses and the
Lamb—a song of deliverance. None but the hundred and forty-four
thousand can learn that song; for it is the song of their experience—an
experience such as no other company have ever had.” G.C. 648-649.

Requirement:

Meditate on Psalms 136.

MONDAY

Study text:

And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel
to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred,
and tongue, and people, Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to
him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven,
and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.” Rev 14:6G7.
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The messenger of the Lord gives the following comments, “The fourteenth
chapter of revelation is a chapter of deepest interest. Christ is coming the
second time with power unto salvation. To prepare human beings for this
event, He has sent the first, second, and third angel’s messages. These
angels represent those who receive the truth, and with power open the
gospel to the world.” (Letter 79, 1900).

Discussion:

“A Great religious awakening under the proclamation of Christ's
soon coming is foretold in the prophecy of the first angel’'s message of
Revelation 14. An angel is seen flying ‘in the midst of heaven, having the
everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to
every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.’ With a loud voice’
he proclaims the message: ‘Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour
of His judgment is come: and worship Him that made heaven, and earth,
and the sea, and the fountains of waters.” Verses 6, 7.” G.C. 355.

“To prepare a people to stand in the day of God, a great work of reform
was to be accomplished. God saw that many of His professed people
were not building for eternity, and in His mercy He was about to send a
message of warning to arouse them from their stupor and lead them to
make ready for the coming of the Lord.” G.C. 311.

And what does it mean to give glory to God?

“To give glory to God is to reveal His character in our own, and thus
make Him known. And in what ever way we make known the Father
or the Son, we glorify God.” (MS 16, 1890).

Requirement:

G.C. Chapter 20. This is for the period Monday to Friday. Study part
each day.
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TUESDAY

Study text:

“And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that
great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her
fornication.” Rev 14:8

The following comments from the servant of the Lord:

“In Revelation 14 the first angel is followed by a second proclaiming:
“Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations
drink of the wine of the wrath of her fomication.” Revelation 14:8. The term
“Babylon is derived from “Babel,” and signifies confusion. It is employed in
Scripture to designate the various forms of false or apostate religion.” G.C.
381.

“The second angel’'s message of Revelation 14 was first preached in
the summer of 1844, and it then had a more direct application to the
churches of the United States, where the warning of the judgment had
been most widely proclaimed and most generally rejected, and where
the declension in the churches had been most rapid. But the message of
the second angel did not reach its complete fulfillment in 1844. The
churches then experienced a moral fall, in consequence of their refusal
of the light of the advent message; but that fall was not complete. As they
have continued to reject the special truths for this time they have fallen
lower and lower.” G.C. 389.

Discussion:

“Babylon is said to be “the mother of harlofs.” By her daughters must be
symbolized churches that cling to her doctrines and traditions, and follow
her example of sacrificing the truth and the approval of God, in order to
form an unlawful alliance with the world. The message of Revelation
14, announcing the fall of Babylon must apply to religious bodies that
were once pure and have become corrupt. Since this message follows
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the warning of the judgment, it must be given in the last days; therefore it
cannot refer to the Roman Church alone, for that church has been in a
fallen condition for many centuries.” G.C. 382-383.

Requirement:

Same as Monday.

WEDNESDAY

Study text: And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice,
If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his
forehead, or in his hand, The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of
God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation;
and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the
holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: And the smoke of their
torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor
night, who worship the beast and hisimage, and whosoever receiveth the
mark of his name. Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that
keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” Rev 14:9-12.

The servant of the Lord gives the following thoughts: “When God sends
to men warnings so important that they are represented as proclaimed by
holy angels flying in the midst of heaven, He requires every person endowed
with reasoning powers to heed the message. The fearful judgments
denounced against the worship of the beast and his image (Revelation
14:9-11), should lead all to a diligent study of the prophecies to learn what
the mark of the beast is, and how they are to avoid receiving it.”

“To every soul will come the searching test: Shall | obey God rather than
men? The decisive hour is even now at hand. Are our feet planted on
the rock of God's immutable word?2 Are we prepared to stand firm in
defense of the commandments of God and the faith of Jesuse” G.C.
593-4.
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Discussion:

It is for the interest of all to understand what the mark of the beast is, and
how they may escape the dread threatenings of God. Why are men not
interested to know what constitutes the mark of the beast and hisimage?
It is in direct contrast with the mark of God.” 78.C., Vol. 7A:979.

Requirement:

Same as Monday.

THURSDAY

Study text:

“And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son
of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. And another
angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud,
Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the
earth is ripe. And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth
was reaped.” Rev 14:14-16.

These events occur after the closure of probation. The last warning
message has been given, the people of God are sealed, and the
plagues are faling. The wicked are dying, nature is in commotion, the
ocean is boiling and a small cloud, the size of a man’s hand appears in
the east. As it draws closer to the earth it gets lighter and brighter with the
presence and glory of Jesus. Consider these thoughts:

Discussion:

‘Soon there appearsin the east a small black cloud, about half the size of
aman's hand. Itis the cloud which surrounds the Saviour and which seems
in the distance to be shrouded in darkness. The people of God know this
to be the sign of the Son of man. In solemn silence they gaze upon it as it
draws nearer the earth, becoming lighter and more glorious, untilit is a great
white cloud, its base a glory like consuming fire, and above it the rainbow
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of the covenant. Jesus rides forth as a mighty conqueror. Not now a ‘Man
of Sorrows,’ to drink the bitter cup of shame and woe, He comes, victorin
heaven and earth, to judge the living and the dead. ‘Faithful and True,’ in
righteousness He doth judge and make war.” And ‘the armies which were in
heaven’ (Revelation 19:11, 14) follow Him. With anthems of celestial melody
the holy angels, a vast, unnumbered throng, attend Him on His way. The
frmament seems filled with radiant forms—'ten thousand times ten
thousand, and thousands of thousands.” No human pen can portray the
scene; no mortal mind is adequate to conceive its splendor. ‘His glory
covered the heavens, and the earth was full of His praise. And His
brightness was as the light." Habakkuk 3:3,4. As the living cloud comes still
nearer, every eye beholds the Prince of life.” G.C. 640, 641.

Requirement:

Same as Monday.

FRIDAY

Study text:

“And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a
sharp sickle. And another angel came out from the altar, which had power over fire; and
cried with a loud cry to him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle,
and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe. And the angel
thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into the
great winepress of the wrath of God. And the winepress was trodden without the city, and
blood came out of the winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand

and six hundred furlongs.” Rev 14:17-20.

After the saints are delivered by the voice of God, the multitude of the
wicked then turn theirrage upon one another. The earth is filed with blood,
and dead bodies are seen from one end of the earth to the other.
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Discussion:

“A noise shall come even to the ends of the earth; for the Lord hath
a controversy with the nations, He will plead with all flesh; He will give
them that are wicked to the sword.” Jeremiah 25:31. For six thousand
years the great controversy has been in progress; the Son of God and His
heavenly messengers have been in conflict with the power of the evil one,
to warn, enlighten, and save the children of men. Now all have made
their decisions; the wicked have fully united with Satan in his warfare
against God. The time has come for God to vindicate the authority of His
downtrodden law. Now the controversy is not alone with Satan, but with
men. “The Lord hath a controversy with the nations;” “He will give them
that are wicked to the sword.” G.C. 656.

Requirement:
As for Monday. Sabbath:

What is the mark of the Beast?2
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LESSON 4

Revelation Chapter 15

Overview

A day of wrath is coming soon which the wicked willhave to meet. But that
day will be a day of praise for the redeemed. God's way is shown to be
right. In view of what is before us let us give ourselves fully to God. We have
the promises of God for victory over the devil, the world, and our sinful
selves.

SUNDAY

StudyText: And | saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous, seven
angels having the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of
God. Reyv. 15:1.

The world is soon to be left by the angel of mercy, and the seven last
plagues are to be poured out. Sin, shame, sorrow, and darkness are on
every side; but God sfill holds out to the souls of men the precious priviege
of exchanging darkness for light, error for truth, sin for righteousness. But
God'’s patience and mercy will not always wait. Let not one soul think
that he can hide from God's wrath behind a lie, for God will strip from the
soul the refuge of lies. T.M. 182.

Discussion:

God allows men a period of probation; but there is a point beyond which
divine patience is exhausted, and the judgments of God are sure to follow.
The Lord bears long with men, and with cities, mercifully giving warnings
to save them from divine wrath; but a time will come when pleadings for

THE 3RD ANGEL'S MESSAGE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE - YOUTH QUARTERLY | 37




mercy will no longer be heard, and the rebellious element that contfinues
to reject the light of fruth will be blotted out, in mercy to themselves and to
those who would otherwise be influenced by their example.

The time is at hand when there will be sorrow in the world that no human
balm can heal. The Spirit of God is being withdrawn. Disasters by sea and
by land follow one another in quick succession. How frequently we hear of
earthquakes and tornadoes, of destruction by fire and flood, with great
loss of life and property! Apparently these calamities are capricious outbreaks
of disorganized, unregulated forces of nature, wholly beyond the control
of man; but in them all, God's purpose may be read. They are among
the agencies by which He seeks to arouse men and women to a
sense of their danger. P&K 276477.

Requirement:

Meditate on Psalms 15 .

MONDAY

Study text:

And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having
the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God. Rev. 15:1.

Then | saw that Jesus would not leave the most holy place until every
case was decided either for salvation or destruction, and that the wrath
of God could not come until Jesus had finished His work in the most holy
place, laid off His priestly attire, and clothed Himself with the garments of
vengeance. Then Jesus will step out from between the Father and man,
and God will keep silence no longer, but pour out His wrath on those who
have rejected His fruth. | saw that the anger of the nations, the wrath of
God, and the fime fo judge the dead were separate and distinct, one
following the other, also that Michael had not stood up, and that the
fime of frouble, such as never was, had not yet commenced. The nations
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are now getting angry, but when our High Priest has finished His work in
the sanctuary, He will stand up, put on the garments of vengeance,
and then the seven last plagues will be poured out. E.W.36.

Discussion:

God's message for the inhabitants of earth today is, “Be ye also ready:
for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.” Matthew
24:44. The conditions prevailing in society, and especially in the great cities
of the nations, proclaim in thunder fones that the hour of God's judgment
is come and that the end of all things earthly is at hand. We are standing
on the threshold of the crisis of the ages. In quick succession the judgments
of God wiill follow one another—fire, and flood, and earthquake, with
war and bloodshed. We are not to be surprised af this fime by events both
great and decisive; for the angel of mercy cannot remain much longer to
shelter the impenitent. P&K 278.

Requirement:

Meditate on Psalm 1

TUESDAY

Study text:

And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having the
seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God. Rey. 15:1.

The same angel who visited Sodom is sounding the note of warning,
“Escape for thy life.” The bofttles of God's wrath cannot be poured out to
destroy the wicked and their works until all the people of God have been
judged, and the cases of the living as well as the dead are decided. And
even after the saints are sealed with the seal of the living God, His elect wil
have trials individually. Personal afflictions will come; but the furnace is
closely watched by an eye that will not suffer the gold to be consumed. The
indelible mark of God is upon them. T.M. 446.
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Discussion:

God'’s judgments will be visited upon those who are seeking to oppress and
destroy His people. His long forbearance with the wicked emboldens
men in fransgression, but their punishment is nonetheless certain and
terrible because it is long delayed. “The Lord shall rise up as in Mount
Perazim, He shall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, that He may do His
work, His strange work; and bring to pass His act, His strange act.” Isaiah
28:21. To our merciful God the act of punishment is a strange act. “As | live,
saith the Lord God, | have no pleasure in the death of the wicked.” Ezekiel
33:11. The Lord is “merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant
in goodness and fruth, . . . forgiving iniquity and fransgression and sin.”
Yet He will by no means clear the guilty.” The Lord is slow to anger, and
greatin power, and will not at all acquit the wicked.” Exodus 34:6, 7; Nahum
1:3. By tenible things in righteousness He will vindicate the authority of His
downtrodden law. The severity of the refribution awaiting the fransgressor
may be judged by the Lord’s reluctance to execute justice. The nation
with which He bears long, and which He will not smite until it has filled up
the measure of its iniquity in God'’s account, will finally drink the cup of
wrath unmixed with mercy. G.C. 627.

Requirement:

Meditate on Psalm 46.

WEDNESDAY

Study text:

And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the
victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his
name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God. Rev. 15:2.

But when we, with all the redeemed, shall stand upon the sea of glass, with
harps of gold and crowns of glory, and before us the immensity of eternity,
then we shall see how short was the waiting period of probation. 5T:485.
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Discussion:

Upon the crystal sea before the throne, that sea of glass as it were mingled
with fire, —so resplendent is it with the glory of God, —-are gathered the
company that have “gotten the victory over the beast, and over hisimage,
and over his mark, and over the number of his name.” With the Lamb upon
Mount Zion, *having the harps of God,” they stand, the hundred and forty
and four thousand that were redeemed from among men; and there is
heard, as the sound of many waters, and as the sound of a great thunder,
“the voice of harpers harping with their harps.” And they sing *a new song”
before the throne, a song which no man canlearn save the hundred and
forty and four thousand. It is the song of Moses and the Lamb—a song of
deliverance. None but the hundred and forty-four thousand can learn that
song; for it is the song of their experience—an experience such as no other
company have ever had. “These are they which follow the Lamb
whithersoever He goeth.’’ These, having been translated from the earth,
from among the living, are counted as “the first fruits unto God and to the
Lamb.” Revelation 152, 3; 14:1-5. “These are they which came out of great
fribulation;” they have passed through the time of trouble such as never was
since there was a nation; they have endured the anguish of the time of
Jacob’s frouble; they have stood without an intercessor through the final
outpouring of God's judgments. G.C. 648-649.

Requirement:

Meditate on Psalm 121.

THURSDAY

Study text:

And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb,
saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are
thy ways, thou King of saints. Who shall not fear thee, 0 Lord, and glorify thy name? for
thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments
are made manifest. Rev. 15:3-4.
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Thy way is in the sea, and thy path in the great waters, and thy footsteps
are not known. Thou leddest thy people like a flock by the hand of Moses
and Aaron. Psalms 77:19-20.

Like the voice of the great deep, rose from the vast hosts of Israel that
sublime ascription. It was taken up by the women of Israel, Miriam, the sister
of Moses, leading the way, as they went forth with timbrel and dance.
Far over desert and sea rang the joyous refrain, and the mountains re-
echoed the words of their praise - “Sing ye to Jehovah, for he hath
tiumphed gloriously.”

This song and the great deliverance which it commemorates, made an
impression never to be effaced from the memory of the Hebrew people.
From age to age it was echoed by the prophets and singers of Israel,
testifying that Jehovah is the strength and deliverance of those who trust
in Him. That song does not belong to the Jewish people alone. It points
forward to the destruction of all the foes of righteousness and the final
victory of the Israel of God. The prophet of Patmos bbeholds the white- robed
multitude that have “gotten the victory,” standing on the “sea of glass
mingled with fire,” having “the harps of God. And they sing the song of
Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb.” Rev. 15:2-3.

Discussion:

By the facts unfolded in the progress of the great controversy, God will
demonstrate the principles of His rules of government, which have been
falsified by Satan and by all whom he has deceived. His justice will finally
be acknowledged by the whole world, though the acknowledgment
will be made too late to save the rebellious. God carries with Hm the
sympathy and approval of the whole universe as step by step His great
plan advances to its complete fulfilment. He will carry it with Him in the
final eradication of rebellion. It will be seen that all who have forsaken the
divine precepfts have placed themselves on the side of Satan in warfare
against Christ. When the prince of this world shall be judged, and all who
have united with him shall share his fate, the whole universe as withesses to
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the sentence will declare, “Just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints.”
Revelation 15:3. P.P. 79.

In the day of final judgment, every lost soul will understand the nature of his
own rejection of truth. The cross will be presented, and its real bearing will
be seen by every mind that has been blinded by fransgression. Before the
vision of Calvary with its mysterious Victim, sinners will stand condemned.
Every lying excuse will be swept away. Human apostasy will appear in
its heinous character. Men will see what their choice has been. Every
question of fruth and error in the long-standing controversy will then have
been made plain. In the judgment of the universe, God will stand clear of
blame for the existence or continuance of evil. It will be demonstrated
that the divine decrees are not accessory to sin. There was no defect
in God's government, no cause for disaffection. When the thoughts of
all hearts shall be revealed, both the loyal and the rebellious will unite in
declaring, “Just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of sainfs. D.A. 58.

Requirement:

Meditate on Psalms 87.

FRIDAY

Study text:

And after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony
in heaven was opened: And the seven angels came out of the temple, having the seven
plagues, clothed in pure and white linen, and having their breasts girded with golden
girdles. And one of the four beasts gave unto the seven angels seven golden vials full of
the wrath of God, who liveth for ever and ever. And the temple was filled with smoke
from the glory of God, and from his power; and no man was able to enter into the
temple, till the seven plagues of the seven angels were fulfilled. Rev. 15:5-8.

Let us notice verse 8 carefully. It states that the temple was filled with
smoke from the glory of God.
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God'’s glory, His character, His merciful kindness and tender love—that
which Moses had pleaded in behalf of Israel—were to be revealed to all
mankind. And this promise of Jehovah was made doubly sure; it was
confirmed by an oath. As surely as God lives and reigns, His glory should
be declared “among the heathen, His wonders among all people.”
Psalm 96:3.

It was conceming the future fulfilment of this prophecy that Isaiah had
heard the shining seraphim singing before the throne, “The whole earth
is full of His glory.” Isaiah 6:3. The prophet, confident of the certainty of these
words, himself afferward boldly declared of those who were bowing
down to the images of wood and stone, “They shall see the glory of the
Lord, and the excellency of our God.” Isaiah 35:2.

Today this prophecy is meeting rapid fulfilment. The missionary
activities of the church of God on earth are bearing rich fruitage, and
soon the gospel message will have been proclaimed to all nations.
“To the praise of the glory of His grace,” men and women from every
kindred, tongue, and people are being made “accepted in the
Beloved,” “that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding
riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.”
P&K 313.

At last, a people have been produced who reveal the character
of God, the work in the most holy place is vindicated and God is
glorified.

Discussion:

Through Christ’'s redeeming work the government of God stands
justified. The Omnipotent One is made known as the God of love.
Satan’s charges are refuted, and his character unveiled. Rebellion
can never again arise. Sin can never again enter the universe.
Through eternal ages all are secure from apostasy. By love's self-
sacrifice, the inhabitants of earth and heaven are bound to their
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Creator in bonds of indissoluble union.

The work of redemption will be complete. In the place where sin
abounded, God’s grace much more abounds. The earth itself, the
very field that Satan claims as his, is fo be not only ransomed but
exalted. Our little world, under the curse of sin the one dark blot
in His glorious creation, will be honored above all other worlds in
the universe of God. Here, where the Son of God tabernacled in
humanity; where the King of glory lived and suffered and died, —
here, when He shall make all things new, the tabernacle of God
shall be with men, “and He will dwell with them, and they shall be
His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and be their God.”
And through endless ages as the redeemed walk in the light of the
Lord, they will praise Him for His unspeakable Gift, Immanuel, “God
with us.” D.A. 26.

Requirement:

Meditate on Rev. 22:6-21.

SABBATH SCHOOL DISCUSSION

Why will sin not arise again?g
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LESSON 5

MONDAY

Study text:

“And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your
ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth.” REV. 16:1.

We are told in the Bible when these plagues will come and why they
will come. In Rev 7:1,4, angels are holding the four winds of the earth until
the servants of God are sealed in their foreheads. This holding prevents
the earth from being hurt. In Rev 16:1 the angels are told to pour out the
vials of the wrath of GOD on the earth. This pouring out of the wrath will
hurt or destroy the earth, the very thing which the holding of the winds in
Revelation 7 prevented.

The pouring out of the wrath of GOD (Rev 16) or the letting go of the
four winds, comes after the people of GOD have been sealed in their
foreheads (Rev. 7).

In Matt. 24:14 we are told that when the work of preaching the gospel is
finished then the end of the world will come. But what does this sealing of
the people of GOD involve? It involves the work of CHRIST our high Priest
in the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary. In this work in heaven
CHRIST is taking away and blotting out the sins of all those who have truly
repented of their sins giving them His righteousness and making them fit to
go through the time of trouble and for heaven. In Matt. 1:21 we are told that
CHRIST came to save us from our sins. In Malachi 3:1-3 we are told of the
process by which our sins are taken away and we are sealed. When
CHRIST is finished with us, we shall be ready for His coming. Mal. 3:4; Heb.
92/
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DISCUSSION:

“When the third angel's message closes, mercy no longer pleads
for the guilty inhabitants of the earth. The people of God have
accomplished their work. They have received ‘the latter rain,’ the
refreshing from the presence of the Lord,’ and they are prepared
for the trying hour before them. Angels are hastening to and fro in
heaven. An angel returning from the earth announces that his work
is done; the final test has been brought upon the world, and all who
have proved themselves loyal to the divine precepts have received
‘the seal of the living God.’ Then Jesus ceases His intercession in the
sanctuary above. He lifts His hands and with a loud voice says, ‘It is
done;’ and all the angelic host lay off their crowns as He makes the
solemn announcement: ‘He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and
he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him
be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy sfill."” Revelation
22:11. Every case has been decided for life or death. Christ has
made the atonement for His people and blofted out their sins. The
number of His subjects is made up; ‘the kihgdom and dominion, and
the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven,’ is about to
be given to the heirs of salvation, and Jesus is to reign as King of kings
and Lord of lords.” G.C. 613.

REQUIREMENT:

Learn the scriptures mentioned in this study.

TUESDAY

Study text:

“And I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art righteous, 0 Lord, which
art, and wast, and shalt be, because thou hast judged thus. For they have shed
the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink; for
they are worthy. And I heard another out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God
Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments.” Rev. 16:5-7.
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Let us examine this passage on page 628 of the book Great
Controversy which describes the third plague:

“Terrible as these inflictions are, God'’s justice stands fully vindicated.
The angel of God declares: ‘Thou art righteous, O Lord, because
Thou hast judged thus. For they have shed the blood of saints and
prophets, and Thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are
worthy." Revelation 16:2-6. By condemning the people of God to
death, they have as truly incurred the guilt of their blood as if it had
been shed by their hands. In like manner Christ declared the Jews
of His time guilty of all the blood of holy men which had been shed
since the days of Abel; for they possessed the same spirit and were
seeking to do the same work with these murderers of the prophets.”

DISCUSSION:

What will happen to the people of GOD during the plagues?

Will the people of GOD die?

Where will the righteous get their food frome
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Are the righteous being persecuted at this time?

Is GOD sending this destruction?

REQUIREMENT:

Find three promises in the Old Testament for the people of GOD during
the plagues.

WEDNESDAY

Study text:

“And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto him to
scorch men with fire. And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name
of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory.
And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was
full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, And blasphemed the God of
heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds.” Rev.

16:8-11.

When the fourth angel pours out his vial, the earth and its inhabitants
would have reached a very sad condition. The crops of the earth
are destroyed, the frees are scorched with great heat and withered
and men can find no peace. The animals have no pasture for food,
no water to drink. People are cursing GOD.
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However, the people of GOD are secure from danger and their food
is sure. Isa. 33:15 & Hab. 3:17-18.

DISCUSSION

“When the voice of God turns the captivity of His people, there is
a terrible awakening of those who have lost all in the great conflict
of life. While probation continued, they were blinded by Satan’s
deceptions, and they justified their course of sin. The rich prided
themselves upon their superiority to those who were less favored;
but they had obtained their riches by violation of the law of God.
They had neglected to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to
deal justly, and to love mercy. They had sought to exalt themselves
and to obtain the homage of their fellow creatures. Now they are
stripped of all that made them great and are left destitute and
defenseless. They look with terror upon the destruction of the idols
which they preferred before their Maker. They have sold their souls
for earthly riches and enjoyments, and have not sought to become
rich foward God. The result is, their lives are a failure; their pleasures
are now turned to gall, their treasures to corruption. The gain of a
lifetime is swept away in a moment. The rich bemoan the destruction
of their grand houses, the scattering of their gold and silver. But their
lamentations are silenced by the fear that they themselves are to
perish with their idols.

“The wicked are filled with regret, not because of their sinful neglect
of God and their fellow men, but because God has conquered.
They lament that the result is what it is; but they do not repent of their
wickedness. They would leave no means untried to conquer if they
could.” G.C. 654.

REQUIREMENT:
Learn by heart, Isa. 33:15 and Hab. 3:17-18.
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THURSDAY

Study text:

“And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water
thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared.” Rev.
Y6:12;

This verse of Scripture is one of the most wonderful to the people
of God. It assures them of GOD'’s faithfulness and his pledge of
deliverance in the final bate with evil.

When this angel pours out his vial the great river Euphrates is dried
up.

In Rev 17:1 we are told that the whore (who is Babylon) sitteth upon
many waters. We are told that these waters represent the inhabitants
of the earth whose names are not written in the book of life. Rev.
| VAV 5 HST

So, the drying up of the Euphrates refers to the fact that the people
of GOD are delivered from the wicked people of the earth who were
ready to destroy them. GOD opens a way for them and frees them
from their enemies forever.

DISCUSSION:

“With shouts of friumph, jeering, and imprecation, throngs of evil men are
about to rush upon their prey, when, lo, a dense blackness, deeper than the
darkness of the night, falls upon the earth. Then a rainbow, shining with the
glory from the throne of God, spans the heavens and seems to encircle
each praying company. The angry multitudes are suddenly arrested. Their
mocking cries die away. The objects of their murderous rage are forgotten.
With fearful forebodings they gaze upon the symbol of God's covenant
and long to be shielded from its overpowering brightness.

“By the people of God a voice, clear and melodious, is heard, saying,
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“Look up,” and lifting their eyes to the heavens, they behold the bow
of promise. The black, angry clouds that covered the firmament are
parted, and like Stephen they look up steadfastly into heaven and
see the glory of God and the Son of man seated upon His throne. In
His divine form they discern the marks of His humiliation; and from His
lips they hear the request presented before His Father and the holy
angels: “I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me
where | am.” John 17:24. Again a voice, musical and triumphant,
is heard, saying: “They come! they come! holy, harmless, and
undefiled. They have kept the word of My patience; they shall walk
among the angels;” and the pale, quivering lips of those who have
held fast their faith utter a shout of victory.” G.C. 635, 636.

REQUIREMENT:

Write three lines explaining what you understand by the term “drying up
of the River Euphrates”.

FRIDAY

Study text:

“And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon,
and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.
For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings
of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great
day of God Almighty. Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth,
and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. And he
gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.
And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great
voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done. And there

THE 3RD ANGEL'S MESSAGE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE - EARLITEENS QUARTERLY Y | 53




were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake,
such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and
so great. And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the
nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto
her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath. And every island fled away,
and the mountains were not found. And there fell upon men a great hail out
of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God
because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great.”
Rev. 16:13-21.

“Solemn events before us are yet to tfranspire. Trumpet after frumpet
is to be sounded; vial after vial poured out one after another upon
the inhabitants of the earth. -3SM 426 (1890).

“The world is soon to be left by the angel of mercy and the seven last
plagues are to be poured out. . .. The bolts of God’s wrath are soon
to fall, and when He shall begin to punish the transgressors there will
be no period of respite until the end. —TM 182 (1894)."” L.D.E. 238.

“A terrible conflict is before us. We are nearing the battle of the
great day of God Almighty. That which has been held in control is
to be let loose. The angel of mercy is folding her wings, preparing
to step down from the throne and leave the world to the control
of Satan. The principalities and powers of earth are in bitter revolt
against the God of heaven. They are filled with hatred against those
who serve Him, and soon, very soon, will be fought the last great
battle between good and evil. The earth is to be the battle field—
the scene of the final contest and the final victory. Here, where for
so long Satan has led men against God, rebellion is to be forever
suppressed. —RH May 13, 1902.” L.D.E. 250.

DISCUSSION:

“Satan has long been preparing for his final effort to deceive the
world. The foundation of his work was laid by the assurance given
to Eve in Eden: ‘Ye shall not surely die.” In the day ye eat thereof,
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then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing
good and evil." Genesis 3:4, 5. Little by little he has prepared the way
for his masterpiece of deception in the development of spiritualism.
He has not yet reached the full accomplishment of his designs; but
it will be reached in the last remnant of time. Says the prophet: ‘I
saw three unclean spirits like frogs; . . . they are the spirits of devils,
working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of
the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of
God Almighty.’” Revelation 16:13, 14. Except those who are kept by
the power of God, through faith in His word, the whole world will be
swept intfo the ranks of this delusion. The people are fast being lulled
to a fatal security, to be awakened only by the outpouring of the
wrath of God.” G.C. 561, 562.

REQUIREMENT:

1. Find three texts dealing with the wrath of God along with Rom.
1:18..24,26.

1. What is the “Wrath of God"¢

2. Do the plagues fall before or after probation? Give reasons for
your answer.
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LESSON 6

SUNDAY

Study text:

“And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked
with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of
the great whore that sitteth upon many waters: With whom the kings of the
earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been
made drunk with the wine of her fornication. So he carried me away in the spirit
into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet-coloured beast, full
of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. And the woman was
arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones
and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness
of her fornication:” Rev. 17:14.

“In the seventeenth of Revelation is foretold the destruction of all
the churches who corrupt themselves by idolatrous devotion to the
service of the papacy, those who have drunk of the wine of the
wrath of her fornication.

This battle brought to view in Rev. 17 is verily between righteousness
and unrighteousness. Most of the peoples of the earth and the
churches of the earth are lying in wickedness. They have been
deceived by Satan through the roman catholic church (The
papacy), Spiritualism, evil angels, false miracles and false fallen
Protestant churches (false Protestantism).

“What is it that gives its kingdom to this power2 Protestantism, a
power which, while professing to have the temper and spirit of a
lamb and to be allied to Heaven, speaks with the voice of a dragon.
It is moved by a power from beneath.” Letter 232, 1899.
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“Thus, isrepresented the papal power, which with all deceivableness
of unrighteousness, by outside attraction and gorgeous display,
deceives all nations; promising them, as did Satan our first parents,
all good to those who receive its mark, and all harm to those who
oppose its fallacies. The power which has the deepest inward
corruption will make the greatest display, and will clothe itself with
the most elaborate signs of power. The Bible plainly declares that
this covers a corrupt and deceiving wickedness. ‘Upon her forehead
was a hame written, Mystery, Babylon the Great, The Mother of
Harlots and Abominations of the Earth.” CHRIST is the head of the
righteous army, the 144000 who are purified from sin by the blood
of CHRIST and are filled with His Life. On the other hand, Satan is
leading the forces of unrighteousness. These have rejected the offers
of salvation, therefore having rejected eternal life they have chosen
eternal death.

DISCUSSION:

“The unfaithfulness of the church to Christin permitting her confidence
and affection to be turned from Him, and allowing the love of worldly
things to occupy the soul, is likened to the violation of the marriage
vow. The sin of Israel in departing from the Lord is presented under
this figure; and the wonderful love of God which they thus despised
is touchingly portrayed: ‘I sware unto thee, and entered into a
covenant with thee, saith the Lord God, and thou becamest Mine.’
And thou wast exceeding beautiful and thou didst prosper info a
kingdom. And thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy
beauty: for it was perfect through My comeliness, which | had put
upon thee. . .. But thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and playedst
the harlot because of thy renown.’ As a wife tfreacherously departeth
from her husband, so have ye dealt treacherously with Me, 0 house
of Israel, saith the Lord;' as a wife that committeth adultery, which
taketh strangers instead of her husband!’ Ezekiel 16:8, 13-15, 32;
Jeremiah 3:20.
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“In the New Testament, language very similar is addressed to
professed Christians who seek the friendship of the world above
the favor of God. Says the apostle James: ‘Ye adulterers and
adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity
with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the
enemy of God.” G.C. 381, 382.

REQUIREMENT:

Try to find out what is Spiritualism, Romanism and Protestantism.

MONDAY

Study text:

“And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT,
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
And 1 saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the
martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.” Rev. 17:5-6.

These verses reveal that this woman had an appetite for drinking not
righteousness, but blood, until she was drunk with it. This blood was the
blood of the saints which she persecuted and killed. Was this to continue
foreverg No GOD sent the reformation with the truth of GOD and the
righteousness of GOD to lighten the earth again.

DISCUSSION:

“The woman (Babylon) of Revelation 17 is described as ‘arrayed in purple
and scarlet color, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls,
having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness: and
upon her forehead was a name written, Mystery, Babylon the Great,
the mother of harlots.” Says the prophet: ‘| saw the woman drunk with
the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.’ Babylon
is further declared to be ‘that great city, which reigneth over the kings of
the earth.’” Revelation 17:4-6, 18. The power that for so many centuries
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maintained despotic sway over the monarchs of Christendom is Rome.
The purple and scarlet color, the gold and precious stones and pearls,
vividly picture the magnificence and more than kingly pomp affected
by the haughty see of Rome. And no other power could be so truly
declared ‘drunken with the blood of the saints’ as that church which has
so cruelly persecuted the followers of Christ. Babylon is also charged
with the sin of unlawful connection with ‘the kings of the earth.’ It was by
departure from the Lord, and dlliance with the heathen, that the Jewish
church became a harlot: and Rome, corrupting herself in ke manner by
seeking the support of worldly powers, receives a like condemnation.

“Babylon is said to be ‘the mother of harlots.” By her daughters must be
symbolized churches that cling to her doctrines and fraditions, and follow her
example of sacrificing the truth and the approval of God, in order to form
an unlawful alliance with the world.” G.C. 382.

REQUIREMENT:

What does the term “drunken with the blood of the saints” mean?

TUESDAY:

Study text:

“And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery
of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten
horns. The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless
pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names
were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold
the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The
seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth. And there are seven
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kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he
must continue a short space. And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth,
and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition. And the ten horns which thou sawest are
ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour
with the beast. These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the
beast.” Rev.17:7-13.

The angel invites John to understand the mystery of the woman and the
beast that carries her. In explaining the mystery of the beast, the angel
tells John that the beast which he saw will ascend out of the bottomless
pit and go into perdition. The angel also informs John that many will
follow this beast info perdition, because they have rejected the gospel
of Jesus, they have rejected life and they hames are not written in the
book of life. They all have one mind the mind of the beast, and give
strength to the beast.

DISCUSSION:

‘We are living in the most solemn period of this world’s history. The destiny
of earth’s teeming multitudes is about to be decided. air own future
well-being and also the salvation of other souls depend upon the course
which we now pursue. We need to be guided by the Spirit of truth. Every
follower of Christ should earnestly inquire: ‘Lord, what wilt Thou have me
to do?’ We need to humble ourselves before the Lord, with fasting and
prayer, and to meditate much upon His word, especially upon the scenes
of the) judgment. We should now seek a deep and living experience
in the things of God. We have not a moment to lose. Events of vital
importance are taking place around us; we are on Satan’s enchanted
ground. Sleep not, sentinels of God; the foe is lurking near, ready at any
moment, should you become lax and drowsy, o spring upon you and
make you his prey.” G.C. 601

REQUIREMENT:

Learn the theme text by heart.
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WEDNESDAY

Study text:

“These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast.
These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he
is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and
chosen, and faithful.” Rev. 17:13-14.

In John 17, our LORD Jesus prayed that his people be one as he and
the Father are one. Inrev 14 v 12 this prayer is fulfiled because a people
is like CHRIST and is at one with GOD and one another. The scripfures
describes them as those people who keep the commandments of
GOD and the faith of Jesus.

The commandments requires the righteousness of GOD. However, it is
only by faith that the righteousness of GOD can be received. Then the
people of Rev. 14:12 will be a people full of faith who will be completely
victorious over sin.

DISCUSSION:

“In the warfare to be waged in the last days there will be united,
in opposition to God’s people, all the corrupt powers that have
apostatized from allegiance to the law of Jehovah. In this warfare
the Sabbath of the fourth commandment will be the great point at
issue; for in the Sabbath commandment the great Law-giver identifies
Himself as the Creator of the heavens and the earth.” Ms 24, 1891.

REQUIREMENT:

Who are the “called, chosen and faithful” in Rev. 17:142
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THURSDAY:

“And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth,
are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.” Revl7:15.

InRev. 17:1 we are told that the whore sitteth on many waters. After showing
us what will happen to this unholy woman and all the unholy powers of the
earth, John tells us something in verse 15. He explains what is the meaning
of all this water. He states that these waters represent “peoples multitude
nations and tongues.” We are further told that these waters (people)are
on the side of Satan, and are fighting against GOD and his people. These
people are seeking to over throw the kingdom of GOD. This then is a clear
waming from GOD fo stay clear of these waters and seek to know Him and
His Righteousness.

DISCUSSION:

“The religion of Christ means more than the forgiveness of sin; it means taking
away our sins, and filing the vacuum with the graces of the Holy Spirit. It
means divine ilumination, rejoicing in God. It means a heart emptied of self,
and blessed with the abiding presence of Christ. When Christ reigns in the
soul, there is purity, freedom from sin. The glory, the fullness, the completeness
of the gospel planis fulfiled in the life. The acceptance of the Saviour brings
a glow of perfect peace, perfect love, perfect assurance. The beauty and
fragrance of the character of Christ revealed in the life testifies that God has
indeed sent His Son into the world to be its Saviour.” C.O.L. 419-420.

“Today you are to have your vessel purified, that it may be ready for the
heavenly dew, ready for the showers of the latter rain; for the latter rain wil
come, and the blessing of God wil fil every soul that is purified from every
defilement. It is our work today to yield our souls to Christ, that we may be
fitted for the fime of refreshing from the presence of the Lord—fitted for the
baptism of the Holy Spirit. . .."” E.V. 702.

REQUIREMENT:
Meditate on Romans 5:1-10.
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FRIDAY

Study text:

“And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore,
and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her
with fire. For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and

give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled. And
the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of
the earth.” Rev. 17:16-18.

What do we see in these verses? GOD gives us animportant message
and warning. HE reveals to us that any union which is not built upon
Christ and His righteousness is doom to destruction. Truly GOD is love,
let us give him our hearts.

DISCUSSION:

“There was a coming out, a decided separation from the wicked, an
escape for life. So, it was in the days of Noah; so, with Lot; so with the
disciples prior to the destruction of Jerusalem; and so it will be in the
last days. Again the voice of God is heard in a message of warning,
bidding His people separate themselves from the prevailing iniquity.

“The state of corruption and apostasy that in the last days would
exist in the religious world, was presented to the prophet John in the
vision of Babylon, ‘that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the
earth.’ Revelation 17:18. Before its destruction the call is to be given
from heaven, ‘Come out of her, My people, that ye be not partakers
of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.’ Revelation 18:4.
As in the days of Noah and Lot, there must be a marked separation
from sin and sinners.” P.P. 167.

“The great mass of the world will reject God’s mercy, and will be
overwhelmed in swift and irretrievable ruin. But those who heed the
warning shall dwell ‘in the secret place of the Most High,” and ‘abide
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under the shadow of the Almighty.’ His truth shall be their shield and
buckler. For them is the promise, ‘With long life will | satisfy him, and
show him My salvation.’ Psalm 91:1, 4,16.” P.P. 167-168.

REQUIREMENT:

Meditate on the discussion passage.

SABBATH SCHOOL DISCUSSION:

1. List what you consider to be the most important points in this
chapter.

2. Discuss the things you learnt about GOD in this chapter.
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LESSON 7

SUNDAY:

Study text:

“And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power;
and the earth was lightened with his glory.” Rev. 18:1.

The whole of revelation chapter 18 is a warning of what is coming on the
earth. The whole world will be involved. On one side will be the children
of GOD with truth and righteousness while on the other will be the wicked
with error and unrighteousness. This then is a very important chapter for
the children of GOD to understand. In fact, the very first verse tells of
the position and work of the people of GOD at this time.

DISCUSSION:

“To souls that are earmnestly seeking for light and that accept with gladness
every ray of divine illumination from His holy word, to such alone light will be
given. It is through these souls that God will reveal that light and power
which will ighten the whole earth with His glory.” 5T:729.

“Thus the message of the third angel willbe proclaimed. As the time comes
for it fo be given with greatest power, the Lord will work through humble
instruments, leading the minds of those who consecrate themselves to
His service. The laborers will be qualified rather by the unction of His Spirit
than by the training of literary institutions. Men of faith and prayer will
be constrained to go forth with holy zeal, declaring the words which God
gives them.” G.C. 606.
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REQUIREMENT:

On whose side is the Rev. 18:1 angel?

MONDAY:

Study text:

“And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen,
is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit,
and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. For all nations have drunk of the
wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed
fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the
abundance of her delicacies. And I heard another voice from heaven, saying,
Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye
receive not of her plagues.” Rev. 18:2-4.

For today we will consider some inspired messages from E.G. White.

“The eighteenth chapter of Revelation reveals the importance of
presenting the fruth in no measured terms but with boldness and
power.... There has been too much beating about the bush in the
proclamation of the third angel's message. The message has not
been given as clearly and distinctly as it should have been.” E.V. 230.

“Godrequires of His people now as great a distinction from the world,
in customs, habits, and principles, as He required of Israel anciently. If
they faithfully follow the teachings of His word, this distinction will exist;
it cannot be otherwise. The warnings given to the Hebrews against
assimilating with the heathen were not more direct or explicit than
are those forbidding Christians to conform to the spirit and customs
of the ungodly.” P.P. 458.
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DISCUSSION:

“While this message is sounding, while the proclamation of truth
is doing its separating work, we as faithful sentinels of God are to
discern what our real position is. We are not to confederate with
worldlings, lest we become imbued with their spirit, lest our spiritual
discernment become confused and we view those who have the
truth and bear the message of the Lord from the standpoint of the
professed Christian churches. At the same time we are not to be like
the Pharisees and hold ourselves aloof from them.” L.D.E. 84.

REQUIREMENT:

Who is the “her” referred to in verse 42

TUESDAY

Study text:

For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.
Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double according to

her works: in the cup which she hath filled fill to her double.” Rev. 18:5-6.

This scripture points forward to a time when the powers of this earth, will seek
to put themselves above GOD. They will pass laws which require you to break
the laws of GOD, while forcing you to obey the laws of men. Those who refuse
will be persecuted and finally sentence to death.

This action by the powers of the earth is a clear sign of the fact, that
in their hearts final rebellion has matured. Consider this though:

“Fearful is the issue to which the world is to be brought. The powers
of earth, uniting to war against the commandments of God, will
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decree that ‘all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond’
(Revelation 13:16), shall conform to the customs of the church by the
observance of the false sabbath. All who refuse compliance will be
visited with civil penalties, and it will finally be declared that they are
deserving of death. On the other hand, the law of God enjoining
the Creator's rest day demands obedience and threatens wrath
against all who transgress its precepts.” G.C. 604.

DISCUSSION

“In this time of prevailing iniquity we may know that the last great crisis is
at hand. When the defiance of God'’s law is almost universal, when His
people are oppressed and afflicted by their fellow men, the Lord will
interpose.” C.O.L. 178.

“Not long hence they will stand before the Judge of all the earth, to
render an account for the pain they have caused to the bodies and
souls of His heritage. They may now indulge in false accusations, they may
deride those whom God has appointed to do His work, they may consign
His believing ones to prison, to the chain gang, to banishment, to death;
but for every pang of anguish, every tear shed, they must answer. God will
reward them double for their sins.” C.O.L. 178.

REQUIREMENT:

Explain the term “her sins have reached unto heaven”.
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WEDNESDAY

Study text:

“How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment
and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow,
and shall see no sorrow. Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and
mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is
the Lord God who judgeth her. And the kings of the earth, who have committed
fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her,
when they shall see the smoke of her burning, Standing afar off for the fear of
her torment, saying, Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in
one hour is thy judgment come.” Rev. 18:7- 10.

Letus continue today to look at some inspired statements, concerning
these events to come and the judgements to fall on the earth.

“When the voice of God turns the captivity of His people, there is
a terrible awakening of those who have lost all in the great conflict
of life. While probation continued they were blinded by Satan’s
deceptions, and they justified their course of sin. The rich prided
themselves upon their superiority fo those who were less favored;
but they had obtained their riches by violation of the law of God.
They had neglected to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to
deal justly, and to love mercy. They had sought to exalt themselves
and to obtain the homage of their fellow creatures. Now they are
stripped of all that made them great and are left destitute and
defenseless. They look with terror upon the destruction of the idols
which they preferred before their Maker. They have sold their souls
for earthly riches and enjoyments, and have not sought to become
rich toward God. The result is, their lives are a failure; their pleasures
are now turned to gall, their treasures to corruption. The gain of a
lifetime is swept away in a moment. The rich bemoan the destruction
of their grand houses, the scattering of their gold and silver. But their
lamentations are silenced by the fear that they themselves are to
perish with their idols.” G.C. 654.
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DISCUSSION:

“'It is our individual duty to walk humbly with God. We are not to
seek any strange, new message. We are not to think that the chosen
ones of God who are trying to walk in the light compose Babylon.
The fallen denominational churches are Babylon. Babylon has been
fostering poisonous doctrines, the wine of error. This wine of error is
made up of false doctrines, such as the natural immortality of the
soul, the eternal torment of the wicked, the denial of the pre-existence
of Christ prior to His birth in Bethlehem, and advocating and exalting the
first day of the week above God'’s holy and sanctified day. These and
kindred errors are presented to the world by the various churches, and
thus the Scriptures are fulfilled that say, for all nations have drunk of the
wine of the wrath of her fornication.” T.M. é1.

“Fallen angels upon earth form confederations with evil men. In this age
Antichrist will appear as the frue Christ, and then the law of God will be fully
made void in the nations of our world. Rebellion against God'’s holy law
will be fully ripe. But the frue leader of all this rebellion is Satan clothed as
an angel of light. Men will be deceived and will exalt him to the place of
God, and deify him. But Omnipotence will interpose, and to the apostate
churches that unite in the exaltation of Satan, the sentence will go forth,
‘Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and
famine;” T.M. 62.

REQUIREMENT:

What is the message in verse 72
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THURSDAY

Study text:

“And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man
buyeth their merchandise any more: The merchandise of gold, and silver, and
precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet,
and all thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of
most precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble, And cinnamon, and
odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and
wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls
of men. And the fruits that thy soul lusted after are departed from thee, and all
things which were dainty and goodly are departed from thee, and thou shalt find
them no more at all. The merchants of these things, which were made rich by
her, shall stand afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, And
saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and
scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls! For in one hour
so great riches is come to nought. And every shipmaster, and all the company in
ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off.” Rev. 18:11-17.

Let us list a few things these verses tell us.

1. The merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her.

2. The merchants of the earth that have waxed rich through the
bundance of her delicacies shall stand afar off, because of the fear of
her torment, weeping and wailing.

3. Note the points made in verses 16 & 17.

The following texts gives us more information concerning the
judgment of this rebellious woman.

DISCUSSION:

“God's judgments will be visited upon those who are seeking to
oppress and destroy His people. His long forbearance with the
wicked emboldens men in transgression, but their punishment is
nonetheless certain and terrible because it is long delayed. ‘The
Lord shall rise up as in Mount Perazim, He shall be wroth as in the
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valley of Gibeon, that He may do His work, His strange work; and
bring to pass His act, His strange act.’ Isaiah 28:21. To our merciful
God the act of punishment is a strange act. ‘As | live, saith the Lord
God, | have no pleasure in the death of the wicked.’ Ezekiel 33:11.
The Lord is ‘merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in
goodness and truth, . . . forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin.’ Yet He
will ‘by no means clear the guilty.’ The Lord is ‘slow to anger, and great
in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked." Exodus 34:6, 7; Nahum
1:3. By terrible things in righteousness He wiill vindicate the authority of His
downtrodden law. The severity of the retribution awaiting the transgressor
may be judged by the Lord’s reluctance to execute justice. The nation
with which He bears long, and which He will not smite until it has filled up
the measure of its iniquity in God’s account, will finally drink the cup of
wrath unmixed with mercy.” G.C. 627.

REQUIREMENT:

What will be the condition of the earth at this time?

FRIDAY

Study text:

“And cried when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, What city is like
unto this great city! And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and
wailing, saying, Alas, alas, that great city, wherein were made rich all that had
ships in the sea by reason of her costliness! for in one hour is she made desolate.
Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets; for God hath
avenged you on her. And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone,
and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon
be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all. And the voice of harpers,
and musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all
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in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, shall be found any more
in thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee;
And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of
the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy
merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations
deceived. And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all
that were slain upon the earth.” Rev. 18:18-24.

Both in the old and new testament God has foretold the destruction
of final Babylon. The Bible also reveal to us that Babylon whether first
or last, is the same in nature and character, operates the same way
and will come to the same end.

Compare Rev. 18:18-24 with Ezek. 27:31-36 and Jer. 51:49.

DISCUSSION:

“A terrible conflictis before us. We are nearing the battle of the great
day of God Almighty. That which has been held in control is to be
let loose. The angel of mercy is folding her wings, preparing to step
down from the throne and leave the world to the control of Satan.
The principalities and powers of earth are in bitter revolt against the
God of heaven. They are filled with hatred against those who serve
Him, and soon, very soon, will be fought the last great battle between
good and evil. The earth is to be the battle field—the scene of the
final contest and the final victory. Here, where for so long Satan has
led men against God, rebellion is to be forever suppressed.—RH May
13, 1902.” L.D.E. 250.

REQUIREMENT:

Become familiar with Eze. 27:35-36 and Jer. 51:49.

SABBATH SCHOOL DISCUSSION:

List three things you learnt from this chapter to share with your
Sabbath school.
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LESSON 8

SUNDAY

Study text:

“And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying,
Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God:
For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore,
which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood
of his servants at her hand. And again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose
up for ever and ever. And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell
down and worshipped God that sat on the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia. And
a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants, and
ye that fear him, both small and great. And 1 heard as it were the voice of a
great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty
thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” Rev.
19:1-6.

In Rev. 17:14 we are assured by the word of GOD that Christ and His
people will be victorious over Satan and his people. And so, praise
the Lord, we have the chorus of victory that will come from the
people of GOD at the end of the final war in these verses.

“Oh that today the human family could recognize that song! The
declaration then made, the note then struck, will swell to the close
of time, and resound to the ends of the earth. When the Sun of
Righteousness shall arise, with healing in His wings, that song will be
re-echoed by the voice of a great multitude, as the voice of many
waters, saying, 'Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.’ Rev.
19:6." D.A. 48.

DISCUSSION:
Exodus 15:1-16.
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“Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the LORD,
and spake, saying, | will sing unto the LORD, for he hath triumphed
gloriously: the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. ? The
LORD is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation: he is
my God, and | will prepare him an habitation; my father’'s God, and
I will exalt him. 3 The LORD is a man of war: the LORD is his name. *
Pharaoh's chariots and his host hath he cast into the sea: his chosen
captains also are drowned in the Red sea. ° The depths have covered
them: they sank into the bottom as a stone. ¢ Thy right hand, 0 LORD,
is become glorious in power: thy right hand, 0 LORD, hath dashed in
pieces the enemy. ’ And in the greatness of thine excellency thou
hast overthrown them thatrose up against thee: thou sentest forth thy
wrath, which consumed them as stubble. 8 And with the blast of thy
nostrils the waters were gathered together, the floods stood upright
as an heap, and the depths were congealed in the heart of the sea.
? The enemy said, | will pursue, | will overtake, | will divide the spoil;
my lust shall be satisfied upon them; | will draw my sword, my hand
shall destroy them. '° Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered
them: they sank as lead in the mighty waters. ' Who is like unto thee,
0 LORD, among the gods¢ who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful
in praises, doing wonders? '? Thou stretchedst out thy right hand, the
earth swallowed them. ¥ Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people
which thou hast redeemed: thou hast guided them in thy strength
unto thy holy habitation. '* The people shall hear, and be afraid:
sorrow shall take hold on the inhabitants of Palestine. '> Then the
dukes of Edom shall be amazed; the mighty men of Moab, trembling
shall take hold upon them; all the inhabitants of Canaan shall melt
away. ' Fear and dread shall fall upon them; by the greatness of
thine arm they shall be as still as a stone; fill thy people pass over, 0
LORD, till the people pass over, which thou hast purchased.”

REQUIREMENT:

Who first sang this song, and when was it sung?2
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MONDAY

Study text:

“Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the
Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted
that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the
righteousness of saints. And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are
called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are
the true sayings of God.” Rev. 19:7-9.

Today we will consider some inspired thoughts from the book Desire
of Ages, p. 151.

‘In both the Old and the New Testament, the marriage relation
is employed to represent the tender and sacred union that exists
between Christ and His people. To the mind of Jesus the gladness of
the wedding festivities pointed forward to the rejoicing of that day
when He shall bring home His bride to the Father's house, and the
redeemed with the Redeemer shall sit down to the marriage supper
of the Lamb. He says, ‘As the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride,
so shall thy God rejoice over thee.’ Thou shalt no more be termed
Forsaken; . . . but thou shalt be called My Delight; . . . for the Lord
delighteth in thee.’ He will rejoice over thee with joy; He will rest in His
love, He will joy over thee with singing.’ Isa. 62:5, 4, margin; Zeph. 3:17.
When the vision of heavenly things was granted to John the apostle,
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he wrote: heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as
the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings,
saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be
glad and rejoice, and give honor to Him: for the marriage of the
Lamb is come, and His wife hath made herself ready.’ Blessed are
they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb.’ Rev.
19:6,7,9.” D.A. 151.

DISCUSSION:

“God is the husband of His church. The church is the bride, the Lamb’s
wife. Every true believer is a part of the body of Christ. Christ regards
unfaithfulness shown to Him by His people as the unfaithfulness of a wife
to her husband. We are to remember that we are members of Christ's
body.” (Lefter 39, 1902).

“The church is the bride, the Lamb’s wife. She should keep herself
pure, sanctified, holy. Never should she indulge in any foolishness;
for she is the bride of a King. Yet she does not realize her exalted
position. If she understood this, she would be all-glorious within.”
(Letter 177, 1901).

REQUIREMENT:

Explain what is meant by “marriage of the Lamb”¢
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TUESDAY

Study text:

“And | fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not:
| am thy fellow servant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus:
worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” Rev. 19:10.

Let us meditate on these thoughts.

“In all these revelations of the divine presence the glory of God was
manifested through Christ. Not alone at the Saviour's advent, but through
all the ages after the Fall and the promise of redemption, ‘God was in Christ,
reconciing the word unto Himself." 2 Corinthians 5:19. Christ was the
foundation and center of the sacrificial system in both the patriarchal and
the Jewish age. Since the sin of our first parents there has been no direct
communication between God and man. The Father has given the world
info the hands of Christ, that through His mediatorial work He may redeem
man and vindicate the authority and holiness of the, law of God. All
the communion between heaven and the fallen race has been through
Christ. It was the Son of God that gave to our first parents the promise of
redemption. It was He who revealed Himself to the patriarchs. Adam,
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Moses understood the gospel.
They looked for salvation through man'’s Substitute and Surety. These
holy men of old held communion with the Saviour who was to come
to our world in human flesh; and some of them talked with Christ and
heavenly angels face to face.” P.P. 366.

DISCUSSION:

“Christ was not only the leader of the Hebrews in the wildemess—the Angel
in whom was the name of Jehovah, and who, veiled in the cloudy pillar, went
before the host—but it was He who gave the law tolsrael. Amid the awful glory
of Sinai, Christ declared in the hearing of all the people the ten precepts
of His Fathers law. It was He who gave to Moses the law engraved upon
the tables of stone.
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“It was Christ that spoke to His people through the prophets. The
apostle Peter, writing to the Christian church, says that the prophets
‘prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: searching
what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them
did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and
the glory that should follow.’ 1 Peter 1:10, 11. It is the voice of Christ
that speaks to us through the Old Testament. The testimony of Jesus
is the spirit of prophecy. Revelation 19:10.” P.P. 366.

REQUIREMENT:

List four important points brought out in Rev. 19:10.

WEDNESDAY

Study text:

“And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. His eyes
were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written,
that no man knew, but he himself. And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood:
and his name is called The Word of God. And the armies which were in heaven followed
him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. And out of his mouth
goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them
with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty
God. And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” Rev. 19:11-16.
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“Jesus rides forth as a mighty conqueror. Not now a ‘Man of Sorrows,’ to
drink the bitter cup of shame and woe, He comes, victor in heaven and
earth, tojudge the living and the dead. ‘Faithful and True,’ in righteocusness
He doth judge and make war.” And ‘the armies which were in heaven’
(Revelation 19:11, 14) follow Him. With anthems of celestial melody the holy
angels, a vast, unnumbered throng, attend Him on His way. The frmament
seem:s filed with radiant forms—'ten thousand times ten thousand, and
thousands of thousands.” No human pen can portray the scene; no
mortal mind is adequate to conceive its splendor. ‘His glory covered the
heavens, and the earth was full of His praise. And His brightness was as
the light.” Habakkuk 3:3,4. As the living cloud comes sfill nearer, every
eye beholds the Prince of life. No crown of thorns now mars that sacred
head; but a diadem of glory rests on His holy brow. His countenance
outshines the dazzling brightness of the noonday sun. ‘And He hath on His
vesture and on His thigh a name written, King of kings, and Lord of lords.’
Revelation 19:16.” G.C. 641.

DISCUSSION:

“Angels are now restraining the winds of strife that they may not blow until
the world shall be warned of its coming doom, but a storm is gathering,
ready to burst upon the earth, and when God shall bid His angels loose the
winds there will be such a scene of strife as no pen can picture.” L.D.E. 239.

REQUIREMENT:

What are the "“winds of strife’?
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THURSDAY

Study text:

“And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying
to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves
together unto the supper of the great God; That ye may eat the flesh of kings,
and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses,
and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond,
both small and great. And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their
armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and
against his army. And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that
wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received
the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were
cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. And the remnant were slain
with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his
mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.” Rev. 19:17-21.

“We need to study the pouring out of the seventh vial [Rev. 16:17-
21]. The powers of evil will not yield up the conflict without a struggle.
But Providence has a part to act in the battle of Armageddon. When
the earth is lighted with the glory of the angel of Revelation eighteen,
the religious elements, good and evil, will awake from slumber, and
the armies of the living God will take the field.” L.D.E. 251.

DISCUSSION:

“All the world will be on one side or the other of the question. The battle of
Armageddon will be fought. And that day must find none of us sleeping.
Wide awake we must be, as wise virgins having oil in our vessels with our
lamps. The power of the Holy Ghost must be upon us and the Captain of
the Lord’s host will stand at the head of the angels of heaven to direct
the battle.” L.D.E. 250.

REQUIREMENT:

Write three lines about Armageddon.
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FRIDAY

Review the lesson and prepare three questions to ask the Sabbath School
teacher.

SABBATH SCHOOL STUDY DISCUSS the questions prepared.
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LESSON 9

SECTION B PART 1

Study text:

“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall
be filled.” Matthew 5:6.

Righteousness is holiness, likeness to God, and “God is love.” 1 John
4:16. It is conformity to the law of God, for “all Thy commandments
are righteousness” (Psalm 119:172), and “love is the fulfilling of the
law” (Romans 13:10). Righteousness is love, and love is the light and
the life of God. The righteousness of God is embodied in Christ. We
receive righteousness by receiving Him.

Not by painful struggles or wearisome toil, not by gift or sacrifice,
is righteousness obtained; but it is freely given to every soul who
hungers and thirsts to receive it. “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come
ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and
eat, . .. without money and without price.” “Their righteousness is of
Me, saith the Lord,” and, “This is His name whereby He shall be called,
The Lord Our Righteousness.” Isaiah 55:1; 54:17; Jeremiah 23:6.

No human agent can supply that which will satisfy the hunger and
thirst of the soul. But Jesus says, “Behold, | stand at the door, and
knock: if any man hear My voice, and open the door, | will come in
fo him, and will sup with him, and he with Me.” “I am the bread of
life: he that cometh to Me shall never hunger; and he that believeth
on Me shall never thirst.” Revelation 3:20; John 6:35.

As we need food to sustain our physical strength, so do we need
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Christ, the Bread from heaven, to sustain spiritual life and impart
strength to work the works of God. As the body is continually
receiving the nourishment that sustains life and vigor, so the soul
must be constantly communing with Christ, submitting to Him and
depending wholly upon Him.

As the weary tfraveler seeks the spring in the desert and, finding it,
quenches his burning thirst, so will the Christian thirst for and obtain
the pure water of life, of which Christ is the fountain. As we discern
the perfection of our Saviour's character we shall desire to become
wholly transformed and renewed in the image of His purity. The more
we know of God, the higher will be our ideal of character and the
more earnest our longing to reflect His likeness. A divine element
combines with the human when the soul reaches out after God and
the longing heart can say, “My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my
expectation is from Him.” Psalm 62:5.

If you have a sense of need in your soul, if you hunger and thirst after
righteousness, this is an evidence that Christ has wrought upon your
heart, in order that He may be sought unto to do for you, through
the endowment of the Holy Spirit, those things which it is impossible
for you to do for yourself. We need not seek to quench our thirst
at shallow streams; for the great fountain is just above us, of whose
abundant waters we may freely drink, if we will rise a little higher in
the pathway of faith.” Mount of Blessings, pp. 18-19.

“Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.” Matthew 5:7.

The heart of man is by nature cold and dark and unloving; whenever
one manifests a spirit of mercy and forgiveness, he does it not of
himself, but through the influence of the divine Spirit moving upon his
heart. “We love, because He first loved us.” 1 John 4:19, R.V.

God is Himself the source of all mercy. His name is “merciful and
gracious.” Exodus 34:6. He does not treat us according to our desert.
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He does not ask if we are worthy of His love, but He pours upon us
the riches of His love, to make us worthy. He is not vindictive. He
seeks not to punish, but to redeem. Even the severity which He
manifests through His providences is manifested for the salvation of
the wayward. He yearns with intense desire to relieve the woes of
men and to apply His balsam to their wounds. It is true that God “will
by no means clear the guilty” (Exodus 34:7), but He would take away
the guilt.

The merciful are “partakers of the divine nature,” and in them the
compassionate love of God finds expression. All whose hearts are in
sympathy with the heart of Infinite Love will seek to reclaim and not
to condemn. Christ dwelling in the soul is a spring that never runs dry.
Where He abides, there will be an overflowing of beneficence.

To the appeal of the erring, the tempted, the wretched victims of
want and sin, the Christian does not ask, are they worthy?e but, how
can | benefit theme In the most wretched, the most debased, he
sees souls whom Christ died to save and for whom God has given to
His children the ministry of reconciliation.

The merciful are those who manifest compassion to the poor, the
suffering, and the oppressed. Job declares, I delivered the poor
that cried, and the

fatherless, and him that had none to help him. The blessing of him that was
ready o perish came upon me: and | caused the widow's heart to sing
for joy. | put on righteousness, and it clothed me: my judgment was as a
robe and a diadem. | was eyes to the blind, and feet was Ito the lame.
| was a father to the poor: and the cause which | knew not | searched
out.” Job 29:12-16. MB 21-23.

“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.” Matthew 5:8.

The Jews were so exacting in regard to ceremonial purity that their
regulations were extremely burdensome. Their minds were occupied

86 | 3RD ANGEL'S MESSAGE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE - EARLITEENS QUARTERLY




with rules and restrictions and the fear of outward defilement, and
they did not perceive the stain that selfishness and malice impart to
the soul.

Jesus does not mention this ceremonial purity as one of the conditions of
entering into His kingdom, but points out the need of purity of heart. The
wisdom that is from above “is first pure.” James 3:17, Into the city of God
there will enter nothing that defiles. All who are to be dwellers there will
here have become pure in heart. In one who is learning of Jesus, there will
be manifest a growing distaste for careless manners, unseemly language,
and coarse thought. When Christ abides in the heart, there will be purity
and refinement of thought and manner.

But the words of Jesus, “Blessed are the pure in heart,” have a deeper
meaning—not merely pure in the sense in which the world understands
purity, free from that which is sensual, pure from lust, but frue in the hidden
purposes and motives of the soul, free from pride and self-seeking, humble,
unselfish, childlike.

Only like can appreciatelike. Unless you acceptin yourownlife the principle
of self-sacrificing love, which is the principle of His character, you cannot
know God. The heart that is deceived by Satan, looks upon God as a
tyrannical, relentless being; the selfish characteristics of humanity, even
of Satan himself, are attributed to the loving Creator. “Thou thoughtest,”
He says, “that | was alfogether such a one as thyself.” Psalm 50:21. His
providences are interpreted as the expression of an arbitrary, vindictive
nature. So with the Bible, the treasure house of the riches of His grace.
The glory of its fruths, that are as high as heaven and compass eternity,
is undiscerned. To the great mass of mankind, Christ Himself is “as a root
out of a dry ground,” and they see in Him “no beauty that” they “should
desire Him."” Isaiah 53:2. When Jesus was among men, the revelation of
God in humanity, the scribes and Pharisees declared to Him, “Thou
art a Samaritan, and hast a devil.” John 8:48. Even His disciples were so
blinded by the selfishness of their hearts that they were slow to understand
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Him who had come to manifest to them the Father’s love, this was why
Jesus walked in solitude in the midst of men. He was understood fully in
heaven alone.

When Christ shall come in His glory, the wicked cannot endure to behold
Him. The light of His presence, which is life o those who love Him, is death
to the ungodly. The expectation of His coming is to them a “fearful
looking for of judgment and fiery indignation.” Hebrews 10:27. When He
shall appear, they wil pray to be hidden from the face of Him who died to
redeem them.

But to hearts that have become purified through the indweling of the
Holy Spirit, allis changed. These can know God. Moses was hid in the cleft
of the rock when the glory of the Lord was revealed to him; and it is when
we are hid in Christ that we behold the love of God. MB 24-26.
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LESSON 10

PART 2

Study text:

“Ye are the salt of the earth.” Matthew 5:13.

Salt is valued for its preservative properties; and when God calls His
children salt, He would teach them that His purpose in making them
the subjects of His grace is that they may become agents in saving
others. The object of God in choosing a people before all the world
was not only that He might adopt them as His sons and daughters,
but that through them the world might receive the grace that
bringeth salvation. Titus 2:11. When the Lord chose Abraham, it was
not simply to be the special friend of God, but to be a medium of
the peculiar privileges the Lord desired to bestow upon the nations.
Jesus, in that last prayer with His disciples before His crucifixion, said,
“For their sakes | sanctify Myself, that they also might be sanctified
through the truth.” John 17:19. In like manner Christians who are
purified through the truth will possess saving qualities that preserve
the world from utter moral corruption.

Salt must be mingled with the substance to which it is added; it must
penetrate and infuse in order to preserve. So, it is through personal
contact and association that men are reached by the saving power
of the gospel. They are not saved in masses, but as individuals.
Personal influence is a power. We must come close to those whom
we desire to benefit.

The savor of the salt represents the vital power of the Christian—the
love of Jesus in the heart, the righteousness of Christ pervading the
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life. The love of Christ is diffusive and aggressive. If it is dwelling in
us, it will flow out to others. We shall come close to them fill their
hearts are warmed by our unselfish interest and love. The sincere
believers diffuse vital energy, which is penetrating and imparts new
moral power to the souls for whom they labor. It is not the power
of the man himself, but the power of the Holy Spirit that does the
transforming work. MB 35-36.

"Whosoever. . . shall break one of these least commandments, and
shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of
heaven.” Mafthew 5:19.

That is, he shall have no place therein. For he who willfully breaks
one commandment, does not, in spirit and truth, keep any of them.
“Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point,
he is guilty of all.” James 2:10.

It is not the greatness of the act of disobedience that constitutes
sin, but the fact of variance from God's expressed will in the least
particular; for this shows that there is yet communion between the
soul and sin. The heart is divided in its service. There is a virtual denial
of God, arebellion against the laws of His government.

Were men free to depart from the Lord’s requirements and to set
up a standard of duty for themselves, there would be a variety of
standards to suit different minds and the government would be taken
out of the Lord’s hands. The will of man would be made supreme,
and the high and holy will of God-- His purpose of love toward His
creatures—would be dishonored, disrespected.

Whenever men choose their own way, they place themselves in
controversy with God. They will have no place in the kingdom of
heaven, for they are at war with the very principles of heaven. In
disregarding the will of God, they are placing themselves on the
side of Satan, the enemy of God and man. Not by one word, not
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by many words, but by every word that God has spoken, shall man
live. We cannot disregard one word, however frifing it may seem
to us, and be safe. There is not a commandment of the law that is
not for the good and happiness of man, both in this life and in the
life to come. In obedience to God'’s law, man is surrounded as with
a hedge and kept from the evil. He who breaks down this divinely
erected barrier at one point has destroyed its power to protect him;
for he has opened a way by which the enemy can enter to waste
and ruin. MB 51-52.

“Be reconciled to thy brother.” Matthew 5:24.

The love of God is something more than a mere negation; it is a
positive and active principle, a living spring, ever flowing to bless
others. If the love of Christ dwells in us, we shall not only cherish no
hatred toward our fellows, but we shall seek in every way to manifest
love toward them.

Jesus said, “If thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest
that thy brother hath aught against thee; leave there thy qift before
the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then
come and offer thy gift.” The sacrificial offerings expressed faith that
through Christ the offerer had become a partaker of the mercy and
love of God. But for one to express faith in God's pardoning love,
while he himself indulged an unloving spirit, would be a mere farce.

When one who professes to serve God wrongs or injures a brother, he
misrepresents the character of God to that brother, and the wrong
must be confessed, he must acknowledge it to be sin, in order to be
in harmony with God. Our brother may have done us a greater wrong
than we have done him, but this does not lessen our responsibility. If
when we come before God, we remember that another has aught
against us, we are to leave our gift of prayer, of thanksgiving, of freewill
offering, and go to the brother with whom we are at variance, and in
humility confess our own sin and ask to be forgiven.

THE 3RD ANGEL’'S MESSAGE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE - EARLITEENS QUARTERLY Y | 91




If we have in any manner defrauded or injured our brother, we
should make restitution. If we have unwittingly borne false witness,
if we have misstated his words, if we have injured his influence in
any way, we should go to the ones with whom we have conversed
about him, and take back all our injurious misstatements.

If matters of difficulty between brethren were not laid open before
others, but frankly spoken of between themselves in the spirit of
Christian love, how much evil might be prevented! How many roofts
of bitterness whereby many are defiled would be destroyed, and
how closely and tenderly might the followers of Christ be united in
His love! MB 58-59.

“Love your enemies.” Matthew 5:44.

The Saviour's lesson, “Resist not him that is evil,” was a hard saying for the
revengeful Jews, and they murmured against it among themselves. But
Jesus now made a still stronger declaration:

“Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and
hate thine enemy. But | say unfo you, love your enemies, bless them that
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which
despitefully use you and persecute you; that ye may be the children of
your Father which is in heaven.”

Such was the spirit of the law which the rabbis had misinterpreted
as a cold and rigid code of exactions. They regarded themselves
as better than other men, and as entitled to the special favor of
God by virtue of their birth as Israelites; but Jesus pointed to the
spirit of forgiving love as that which would give evidence that they
were actuated by any higher motives than even the publicans and
sinners, whom they despised.

He pointed His hearers to the Ruler of the universe, under the new
name, “Our Father.” He would have them understand how tenderly
the heart of God yearned over them. He teaches that God cares for
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every lost soul; that “like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord
pitieth them that fear Him.” Psalm 103:13. Such a conception of God
was never given to the world by any religion but that of the Bible.
Heathenism teaches men to look upon the Supreme Being as an
object of fear rather than of love—a malign deity to be appeased
by sacrifices, rather than a Father pouring upon His children the
gift of His love. Even the people of Israel had become so blinded
to the precious teaching of the prophets concerning God that this
revelation of His paternal love was as an original subject, a new gift
to the world.

The Jews held that God loved those who served Him, —according
to their view, those who fulfiled the requirements of the rabbis, —
and that all the rest of the world lay under His frown and curse. Not
so, said Jesus; the whole world, the evil and the good, lies in the
sunshine of His love. This fruth you should have learned from nature
itself; for God “maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the good,
and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.”

It is not because of inherent power that year by year the earth
produces her bounties and confinues her motion round the sun.
The hand of God guides the planets and keeps them in position
in their orderly march through the heavens. It is through His power
that summer and winter, seedtime and harvest, day and night
follow each other in their regular succession. It is by His word that
vegetation flourishes, that the leaves appear and the flowers bloom.
Every good thing we have, each ray of sunshine and shower of rain,
every morsel of food, every moment of life, is a gift of love.

While we were yet unloving and unlovely in character, “hateful,
and hating one another,” our heavenly Father had mercy on us.
“After that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man
appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but
according to His mercy He saved us.” Titus 3:3-5. His love received,
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will make us, in like manner, kind and tender, not merely toward
those who please us, but to the most faulty and erring and sinful.

The children of God are those who are partakers of His nature. It
is not earthly rank, nor birth, nor nationality, nor religious privilege,
which proves that we are members of the family of God; it is love, a
love that embraces all humanity. Even sinners whose hearts are not
utterly closed to God's Spirit, will respond to kindness; while they may
give hate for hate, they will also give love for love. But it is only the
Spirit of God that gives love for hatred. To be kind to the unthankful
and to the evil, fo do good hoping for nothing again, is the insignia
of the royalty of heaven, the sure token by which the children of the
Highest reveal their high estate. MB 73-75.
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