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UNIVERSE ON TIPTOE WAITING TO WITNESS THE 
THREE FINAL SIFTINGS OF THE REMNANT CHURCH

 “For , lo , I will command , and I will sift the house of Israel 
among all nations, like as corn is sifted in a sieve, yet shall 
not the least grain fall upon the earth” AMOS 9: 9

The Laodicean ‘Shaking’ : EARLY WRITINGS 269, 270

“I saw some, with strong faith and agonizing cries, pleading 
with God.  Their countenances were pale and marked with 
deep anxiety, expressive of their internal struggle. Firmness 
and great earnestness was expressed in their countenances; 
large drops of perspiration fell from their foreheads.  Now 
and then their faces would light up with the marks of God’s 
approbation, and again the same solemn, earnest, anxious 
look would settle upon them. EW 269.1

“Some, I saw, did not participate in this work of agonizing and 
pleading. They seemed indifferent and careless. They were 
not resisting the darkness around them, and it shut them in 
like a thick cloud. The angels of God left these and went to 
the aid of the earnest, praying ones. I asked the meaning 
of the shaking I had seen and was shown that it would 
be caused by the straight testimony called forth by the 
counsel of the True Witness to the Laodiceans. This 
will have its effect upon the heart of the receiver, and will 
lead him to exalt the standard and pour forth the straight 
truth. Some will not bear this straight testimony. They will 
rise up against it, and this is what will cause a shaking among 
God’s people. EW 270.2

“I saw that the testimony of the True Witness has not been 
half heeded. The solemn testimony upon which the destiny 
of the church hangs has been lightly esteemed, if not entirely 
disregarded. This testimony must work deep repentance; all 
who truly receive it will obey it and be purified.” EW 270.3

The Mark Of The Beast ‘Storm’ (Shaking)

“As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed 
faith in the third angel’s message, but have not been sanctified 
through obedience to the truth, abandon their position and 
join the ranks of the opposition. By uniting with the world 
and partaking of its spirit, they have come to view matters 
in nearly the same light; and when the test is brought, they 
are prepared to choose the easy, popular side. Men of talent 
and pleasing address, who once rejoiced in the truth, employ 
their powers to deceive and mislead souls.  They become 
the most bitter enemies of their former brethren.  When 
Sabbathkeepers are brought before the courts to answer for 
their faith, these apostates are the most efficient agents of 
Satan to misrepresent and accuse them, and by false reports 
and insinuations to stir up the rulers against them. GC 608.2

“In this time of persecution the faith of the Lord’s servants 
will be tried. They have faithfully given the warning, looking 
to God and to His word alone.  God’s Spirit, moving upon 
their hearts, has constrained them to speak. Stimulated with 
holy zeal, and with the divine impulse strong upon them, they 
entered upon the performance of their duties without coldly 

calculating the consequences of speaking to the people the 
word which the Lord had given them. They have not consulted 
their temporal interests, nor sought to preserve their 
reputation or their lives. Yet when the storm of opposition 
and reproach bursts upon them, some, overwhelmed with 
consternation, will be ready to exclaim: “Had we foreseen the 
consequences of our words, we would have held our peace.” 
They are hedged in with difficulties. Satan assails them with 
fierce temptations.  The work which they have undertaken 
seems far beyond their ability to accomplish.  They are 
threatened with destruction.  The enthusiasm which 
animated them is gone; yet they cannot turn back.  Then, 
feeling their utter helplessness, they flee to the Mighty One 
for strength. They remember that the words which they have 
spoken were not theirs, but His who bade them give the 
warning. God put the truth into their hearts, and they could 
not forbear to proclaim it. GC 608.3

“The same trials have been experienced by men of God 
in ages past.  Wycliffe, Huss, Luther, Tyndale, Baxter, 
Wesley, urged that all doctrines be brought to the test of 
the Bible and declared that they would renounce everything 
which it condemned. Against these men persecution raged 
with relentless fury; yet they ceased not to declare the 
truth.  Different periods in the history of the church have 
each been marked by the development of some special truth, 
adapted to the necessities of God’s people at that time. Every 
new truth has made its way against hatred and opposition; 
those who were blessed with its light were tempted and 
tried.  The Lord gives a special truth for the people in an 
emergency.  Who dare refuse to publish it?  He commands 
His servants to present the last invitation of mercy to the 
world.  They cannot remain silent, except at the peril of 
their souls.  Christ’s ambassadors have nothing to do with 
consequences.  They must perform their duty and leave 
results with God. GC 609.1

“As the opposition rises to a fiercer height, the servants 
of God are again perplexed; for it seems to them that they 
have brought the crisis. But conscience and the word of God 
assure them that their course is right; and although the trials 
continue, they are strengthened to bear them. The contest 
grows closer and sharper, but their faith and courage rise 
with the emergency. Their testimony is: “We dare not tamper 
with God’s word, dividing His holy law; calling one portion 
essential and another nonessential, to gain the favor of the 
world. The Lord whom we serve is able to deliver us. Christ 
has conquered the powers of earth; and shall we be afraid of 
a world already conquered?” GC 610.1

“Persecution in its varied forms is the development 
of a principle which will exist as long as Satan exists and 
Christianity has vital power. No man can serve God without 
enlisting against himself the opposition of the hosts of 
darkness.  Evil angels will assail him, alarmed that his 
influence is taking the prey from their hands.  Evil men, 
rebuked by his example, will unite with them in seeking to 
separate him from God by alluring temptations. When these 
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do not succeed, then a compelling power is employed to 
force the conscience. GC 610.2

“But so long as Jesus remains man’s intercessor in the 
sanctuary above, the restraining influence of the Holy Spirit 
is felt by rulers and people. It still controls to some extent the 
laws of the land.” GC 610.3

THE TIME OF JACOB’S TROUBLE. EW36

“I saw that the four angels would hold the four winds until 
Jesus’ work was done in the sanctuary, and then will come 
the seven last plagues.  These plagues enraged the wicked 
against the righteous; they thought that we had brought the 
judgments of God upon them, and that if they could rid the 
earth of us, the plagues would then be stayed. A decree went 
forth to slay the saints, which caused them to cry day and night 
for deliverance. This was the time of Jacob’s trouble. Then all 
the saints cried out with anguish of spirit, and were delivered 
by the voice of God.  The 144,000 triumphed.  Their faces 
were lighted up with the glory of God.  Then I was shown 
a company who were howling in agony. On their garments 
was written in large characters, “Thou art weighed in the 
balance, and found wanting.” I asked who this company 
were. The angel said, “These are they who have once kept 
the Sabbath and have given it up.” I heard them cry with a 
loud voice, “We have believed in Thy coming, and taught 
it with energy.” And while they were speaking, their eyes 
would fall upon their garments and see the writing, and then 
they would wail aloud. I saw that they had drunk of the deep 
waters, and fouled the residue with their feet—trodden the 
Sabbath underfoot—and that was why they were weighed in 
the balance and found wanting.” EW 36.2

EW 71:“I also saw that many do not realize what 
they must be in order to live in the sight of the Lord 
without a high priest in the sanctuary through the 
time of trouble. Those who receive the seal of the living 
God and are protected in the time of trouble must reflect the 
image of Jesus fully.” EW 71.1 

“I saw that many were neglecting the preparation so 
needful and were looking to the time of “refreshing” and 
the “latter rain” to fit them to stand in the day of the Lord 
and to live in His sight. Oh, how many I saw in the time of 
trouble without a shelter!  They had neglected the needful 
preparation; therefore they could not receive the refreshing 
that all must have to fit them to live in the sight of a holy 
God. Those who refuse to be hewed by the prophets 
and fail to purify their souls in obeying the whole 
truth, and who are willing to believe that their 
condition is far better than it really is, will come up 
to the time of the falling of the plagues, and then 
see that they needed to be hewed and squared for 
the building. But there will be no time then to do 
it and no Mediator to plead their cause before the 
Father. Before this time the awfully solemn declaration has 
gone forth, “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he 
which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, 
let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy 
still.”  I saw that none could share the “refreshing” unless 
they obtain the victory over every besetment, over pride, 
selfishness, love of the world, and over every wrong word 
and action.  We should, therefore, be drawing nearer and 

nearer to the Lord and be earnestly seeking that preparation 
necessary to enable us to stand in the battle in the day of the 
Lord. Let all remember that God is holy and that none but 
holy beings can ever dwell  in His presence.”  EW71 

 GC 614

High Priestly Intercession Finished. Probation 
Closed

“When He leaves the sanctuary, darkness covers the 
inhabitants of the earth. In that fearful time the righteous 
must live in the sight of a holy God without an 
intercessor.”

But No One Will Know

“When God’s presence was finally withdrawn from the 
Jewish Nation, priests and people knew it not….So when the 
irrevocable decision of the Sanctuary has been pronounced 
and the destiny of the world has been forever fixed, the 
inhabitants of the world will know it not . The 
forms of religion will be continued by a people from 
whom the Spirit of God has been finally withdrawn; 
and the satanic zeal with which the prince of evil 
will inspire them for the accomplishment of his 
malignant designs, will bear the semblance of zeal 
for God”  GC 615

Death Will Be Decreed Upon Sabbath Keepers 

“As the Sabbath has become the special point of 
controversy throughout Christendom, and religious and 
secular authorities have combined to enforce the observance 
of the Sunday, the persistent refusal of a small minority 
to yield to the popular demand will make them objects of 
universal execration. It will be urged that the few who stand 
in opposition to an institution of the church and a law of the 
state ought not to be tolerated; that it is better for them to 
suffer than for whole nations to be thrown into confusion and 
lawlessness.  ……….  This argument will appear conclusive; 
and a decree will finally be issued against those who hallow 
the Sabbath of the fourth commandment, denouncing them 
as deserving of the severest punishment and giving the people 
liberty, after a certain time, to put them to death. Romanism 
in the Old World and apostate Protestantism in the New 
will pursue a similar course toward those who honor all the 
divine precepts.” GC 615.2

“The people of God will then be plunged into 
those scenes of affliction and distress described by 
the prophet as the time of Jacob’s trouble. “Thus 
saith the Lord: We have heard a voice of trembling, 
of fear, and not of peace.... All faces are turned into 
paleness. Alas! for that day is great, so that none is 
like it: it is even the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he 
shall be saved out of it.” Jeremiah 30:5-7. GC 616.1

Great Trial and Distress

“ The remnant church will soon be brought into great 
Trial and distress”  9 T 231

“As Satan influenced Esau to march against Jacob, so 
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he will stir up the wicked to destroy God’s people in the 
time of trouble. And as he accused Jacob, he will urge his 
accusations against the people of God.  He numbers the 
world as his subjects; but the little company who keep the 
commandments of God are resisting his supremacy.  If 
he could blot them from the earth, his triumph would be 
complete. He sees that holy angels are guarding them, and 
he infers that their sins have been pardoned; but he does 
not know that their cases have been decided in the sanctuary 
above. He has an accurate knowledge of the sins which he 
has tempted them to commit, and he presents these before 
God in the most exaggerated light, representing this people 
to be just as deserving as himself of exclusion from the favor 
of God. He declares that the Lord cannot in justice forgive 
their sins and yet destroy him and his angels.  He claims 
them as his prey and demands that they be given into his 
hands to destroy.” GC 618.2

The Strong Almost Overmastering Delusion 

“The wrath of Satan increases as his time grows short ( 
Rev.12:12). And his work of deceit and destruction will reach 
its culmination in the time of trouble.”  GC 623

“As the crowning act in the drama of deception, Satan 
himself will personate Christ.” GC624 ( He will manifest 
himself….as a majestic being of dazzling brightness….he 
will present some gracious Heavenly truths, he will heal 
the diseases of the people.) And then in his assumed 
character of Christ,he claims to have changed the 
Sabbath to Sunday…..he declares that those who 
persist in keeping holy the Seventh Day Sabbath are 
blaspheming his name……This is the strong,almost 
overmastering delusion.” GC 624

Tried To The Uttermost 

“As Satan accuses the people of God on account of their 
sins, the Lord permits him to try them to the 
uttermost. Their confidence in God, their faith and 
firmness, will be severely tested.  As they review the 
past, their hopes sink; for in their whole lives they can see 
little good. They are fully conscious of their weakness and 
unworthiness.  Satan endeavors to terrify them with 
the thought that their cases are hopeless, that the stain of 
their defilement will never be washed away. He hopes so to 
destroy their faith that they will yield to his temptations 
and turn from their allegiance to God.” GC 618.3

“Though God’s people will be surrounded by enemies 
who are bent upon their destruction, yet the anguish which 
they suffer is not a dread of persecution for the truth’s sake; 
they fear that every sin has not been repented of, and that 
through some fault in themselves they will fail to realize 
the fulfillment of the Saviour’s promise: I “will keep thee 
from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the 
world.”  Revelation 3:10.  If they could have the assurance 
of pardon they would not shrink from torture or death; but 
should they prove unworthy, and lose their lives because of 
their own defects of character, then God’s holy name would 
be reproached.” GC 619.1

“On every hand they hear the plottings of treason and see 
the active working of rebellion; and there is aroused within 

them an intense desire, an earnest yearning of soul, that this 
great apostasy may be terminated and the wickedness of the 
wicked may come to an end. But while they plead with God 
to stay the work of rebellion, it is with a keen sense of self-
reproach that they themselves have no more power to resist 
and urge back the mighty tide of evil. They feel that had they 
always employed all their ability in the service of Christ, 
going forward from strength to strength, Satan’s forces 
would have less power to prevail against them.” GC 619.2

“They afflict their souls before God, pointing to their past 
repentance of their many sins, and pleading the Saviour’s 
promise: “Let him take hold of My strength, that he may make 
peace with Me; and he shall make peace with Me.”  Isaiah 
27:5. Their faith does not fail because their prayers are not 
immediately answered.  Though suffering the keenest 
anxiety, terror, and distress, they do not cease their 
intercessions. They lay hold of the strength of God as Jacob 
laid hold of the Angel; and the language of their souls is: “I 
will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me.” GC 619.3

“Had not Jacob previously repented of his sin in obtaining 
the birthright by fraud, God would not have heard his prayer 
and mercifully preserved his life. So, in the time of trouble, 
if the people of God had unconfessed sins to appear before 
them while tortured with fear and anguish, they would be 
overwhelmed; despair would cut off their faith, and they could 
not have confidence to plead with God for deliverance. But 
while they have a deep sense of their unworthiness, they 
have no concealed wrongs to reveal.  Their sins have gone 
beforehand to judgment and have been blotted out, and they 
cannot bring them to remembrance.” GC 620.1

“Satan leads many to believe that God will overlook their 
unfaithfulness in the minor affairs of life; but the Lord shows 
in His dealings with Jacob that He will in no wise sanction 
or tolerate evil. All who endeavor to excuse or conceal their 
sins, and permit them to remain upon the books of heaven, 
unconfessed and unforgiven, will be overcome by Satan. The 
more exalted their profession and the more honorable the 
position which they hold, the more grievous is their course in 
the sight of God and the more sure the triumph of their great 
adversary. Those who delay a preparation for the day of God 
cannot obtain it in the time of trouble or at any subsequent 
time. The case of all such is hopeless.” GC 620.2

Will There Be Professed Christians Shaken Out 
At That Time?

“Those professed Christians who come up to that last 
fearful conflict unprepared will, in their despair, confess their 
sins in words of burning anguish, while the wicked exult over 
their distress. These confessions are of the same character as 
was that of Esau or of Judas. Those who make them, lament 
the result of transgression, but not its guilt. They feel no true 
contrition, no abhorrence of evil.  They acknowledge their 
sin, through fear of punishment; but, like Pharaoh of old, 
they would return to their defiance of Heaven should the 
judgments be removed.” GC 620.3

The Purpose Of The Great Affliction? To Perfectly 
Reflect The Image Of Christ ! 

“Jacob’s history is also an assurance that God will not 



4

cast off those who have been deceived and tempted and 
betrayed into sin, but who have returned unto Him with true 
repentance. While Satan seeks to destroy this class, God will 
send His angels to comfort and protect them in the time of 
peril.  The assaults of Satan are fierce and determined, his 
delusions are terrible; but the Lord’s eye is upon His people, 
and His ear listens to their cries. Their affliction is great, 
the flames of the furnace seem about to consume 
them; but the Refiner will bring them forth as gold 
tried in the fire.  God’s love for His children during the 
period of their severest trial is as strong and tender as in the 
days of their sunniest prosperity; but it is needful for them 
to be placed in the furnace of fire; their earthliness 
must be consumed, that the image of Christ may be 
perfectly reflected.” GC 621

Fearful Agony

“They themselves begin to fear that the Lord has left 
them to fall by the hand of their enemies. It is a time of 
fearful agony.  Day and night they cry unto God 
for deliverance. The wicked exult, and the jeering cry is 
heard: “Where now is your faith? Why does not God deliver 
you out of our hands if you are indeed His people?” But the 
waiting ones remember Jesus dying upon Calvary’s cross 
and the chief priests and rulers shouting in mockery: “He 
saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He be the King of 
Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, and we will 
believe Him.” Matthew 27:42. Like Jacob, all are wrestling 
with God. Their countenances express their internal 
struggle. Paleness sits upon every face. Yet they cease 
not their earnest intercession.” GC 630.1

“Could men see with heavenly vision, they would behold 
companies of angels that excel in strength stationed about 
those who have kept the word of Christ’s patience.  With 
sympathizing tenderness, angels have witnessed their 
distress and have heard their prayers.  They are waiting 
the word of their Commander to snatch them from their 
peril. But they must wait yet a little longer. The people of 
God must drink of the cup and be baptized with the 
baptism.  The very delay, so painful to them, is the best 
answer to their petitions. As they endeavor to wait trustingly 
for the Lord to work they are led to exercise faith, hope, 
and patience, which have been too little exercised during 
their religious experience. Yet for the elect’s sake the time 
of trouble will be shortened. “Shall not God avenge His own 
elect, which cry day and night unto Him? ... I tell you that He 
will avenge them speedily.” Luke 18:7, 8. 

Preparation Time Is Now

“The season of distress and anguish before us will 
require a faith that can endure weariness, delay, 
and hunger—a faith that will not faint though 
severely tried. The period of Probation is granted 
to all to prepare for that time……Those who are 
unwilling to deny self, to agonize before God ,to 
pray long and earnestly for His blessing, will not 
obtain it.” GC 621

“The ‘time of trouble such as never was’ is soon to 
open before us; and we shall need an experience 
which we do not now possess and which many are 

too indolent to obtain . It is often the case that 
trouble is greater in anticipation than in reality. 
But this is not true of the crisis before us. The most 
vivid presentation cannot reach the magnitude of 
the ordeal” GC 622

   “ BUT THE END OF ALL THINGS IS AT HAND : 
BE YE THEREFORE SOBER, AND WATCH  UNTO 
PRAYER”  1 PETER 4:7


